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Proposal Scope

*This proposal funds converting an unimproved former rail
bridge over the Charles River and its approaches into a
pedestrian friendly trail, providing excellent recreational and
smart growth opportunities to benefit residents.

*This conversion will provide a walkable public green space
environment to residents of Newton, including Lower Falls and




Lower Falls Bridge Site Location

1 inch equals 150 feet
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Lower Falls Former Rail Bridge




Project Benefits

Preserves Community Character:

*Helps to enhance the quality of community life

*Provides a safe and walkable green trail for community
recreation, promoting health and relaxation.

*Connects Newton Lower Falls to an extended Wellesley trail
network




Project Benefits
Uses Funds Efficiently:

*Builds on existing resources

«Extant Charles River rail bridge structure and corridor for
conversion.

*Puts unused DCR land to good use for public benefit




Project Benefits

Serves Diverse Needs and Offers a Long-Term Vision:

sImproves public access to open space and recreation

*An extended walking trail network in Wellesley
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Bridge Conversion Resources

Bridge Detailed Design Study:

«Completion to be funded through $12,000 already appropriated by
the Wellesley Natural Resources Commission and the Newton
Conservators, combined with $24,000 in matching funds from the
DCR.

Bridge Conversion Costs:




Further Opportunities and Resources

Massachusetts Environmental Bond Bill

*A $75,000 funding earmark for a design study has been placed in
the Massachusetts Environmental Bond Bill to extend this potential
green trail from Lower Falls to Riverside.

Future Green Trail Conversion




Project Management and Input

DCR Project Management:

*Project management, budgeting, and updates will be provided
by the DCR.

*The converted bridge and approaches will be maintained by the DCR
through regular funding appropriated for recreational trail upkeep.




Project Timetable

Project TITLE: Lower Falls Rail-to-Trail Charles River Bridge Conversion

STEPS

ASSISTANCE REQUIRED START | COMPLETE COST
- What muist oth Ziit | Clity depts. :
BIG steps, SHORT descriptions! d??;;g;;;f?ﬁi ;Zf;?r; ejr?. )Pep seasondyear seasondrear estimate
1 DCR matching funds approval for detailed October 2008| Dec 2008
design study
2 Town of Wellesley approval of CPA funding April 2009
for construction costs
3 Community meetings on the proposal to air Participation from community organizations Spring 2009 |Summer 2009
concerns, generate enthusiasm, and build including the BPTF, Newton Conservators, Green
support Decade, Bike Newton, CRWA, and Lower Falls
neighbors and abutters
4 DCR Bridge Conversion Detailed Design Design participation from the Newton Spring 2009 | Fall 2009 $36,000
Study Congervation Commission and the Newton
Planning & Development Department
S CPA Funding Available Newton spending department authority to transfer Fall 2009 $100,000
funds to the DCR partnership program
6 DCR matching funds approval for October 2009| Dec 2009
construction costs
7 Bridge and approaches construction Planning participation from the Newton Planning | Spring 2010 | Fall 2010 $400,000

& Development Department




