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BEHIND THE SCENES AT ANGINO FARM

If you’ve driven by Angino Farm at the corner of
Winchester and Nahanton Streets this summer, you
no doubt noticed that it hasn’t changed much from its
appearance in recent summers. The grasses covering
the two-acre farm have grown, been cut and grown
again. The house and barn stand quietly to the side,
part of a pastoral scene common in this part of the
city until land values and development pressure
rendered these small family farms extinct—except for
this one remaining specimen.

House, barn, field and fence at Angino Farm

Although lying dormant through most of the 2005
growing season, progress has been made behind the
scenes this summer that will begin to bear fruit over
the coming months. Several changes will be apparent
this fall. First, the field will be tilled and seeded with
a cover crop. This will loosen the soil, introduce

(Continued on page 2)

EDITORIAL
Let’s At Least Get the Facts Straight!

It’s election time again and this year the mayor’s
job is up for grabs. Leading up to the September
primary and November election, the rhetoric has been
flying and some have played fast and loose with the
facts. This seems particularly true of facts that relate to
the Community Preservation Act and acquisition of
Kesseler Woods and Angino Farm. It’s not clear
whether this is because individuals have not taken the
time to learn the truth or because they have deliberately
ignored the truth to serve their political purposes.

Political debate is at the heart of our democracy and
a necessary tool as the electorate decides who should
lead the city for the next four years. But its value is
diminished when candidates misstate the facts. 1’m not
referring to “spin,” which candidates legitimately use to
place their arguments in the best possible light. 1t’s one
thing to shift emphasis away from or toward certain
facts or to call someone’s judgment into question; it’s
quite another to repeatedly get the facts wrong.

(Continued on page 6)

Save the Date!

Newton Conservators Fall Lecture

Tuesday, November 15, 7:00 PM
Druker Auditorium, Newton Free Library

MARION LARSON, Mass Wildlife Specialist
“Living with Wildlife”




Angino Farm, continued from page 1

organic material and prepare for planting in the

spring. Second, work will begin on restoring the house
and barn, making it habitable for a live-in farmer and
farm programming activity.

A range of actions this summer has cleared the way
for progress this fall and winter, with the timeline set to
permit planting next spring. Here is a run-down of
these behind-the-scenes steps and those that lie
immediately ahead:

Farm Commission Appointed—The various
appointing authorities outlined in the Angino Farm
Commission ordinance (passed by the Board of
Aldermen on May 2, 2005, and amended on August 8,
2005) have been at work identifying the members of
the group that will oversee operation of Angino Farm.

The ordinance calls for five separate appointing
entities: the Mayor appoints five members, the Board of
Aldermen appoints one, and each of three city boards
elects one of their members to serve on the Farm
Commission.

As of this writing, seven of the nine members have
been selected. The Mayor has one more appointment to
make (someone with farming or agricultural
experience) and the Parks and Recreation Commission
will designate a representative at its meeting later in
September. (See page 4 for a list of current members
and their backgrounds.)

Commission Holds First Meeting—The initial
members of this oversight group held their first meeting
on September 8 to begin their work together. They
were welcomed by Mayor Cohen, by Alderman Steve
Linsky and other members of the Board, and by City
Solicitor Dan Funk and Public Buildings Commissioner
Nick Parnell, who will actively work with the
Commission. Cheryl Lappin, Ward 8 Alderman and the
aldermanic appointee to the Commission, will serve as
temporary chair of the group while it is getting
organized. Martha Horn, the city’s environmental
planner, will staff the Commission.

The learning curve for the Commission is steep and
much of this meeting was devoted to hearing
presentations and asking questions. That will also be
true for upcoming meetings. Two decisions were made
at the first meeting. The Commission agreed to accept
the generous offer of the Newton Community Farm,
Inc. (see next paragraph) to fund tilling and planting of
a cover crop this fall. They also agreed that the group
will need to meet frequently this fall to accomplish the
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tremendous amount of work needed to get the farm in
operation by next spring. The next meeting was slated
for September 13 and a future meeting schedule was
expected to be determined at that meeting.

Newton Farm Group Organized—The group that
came together to advocate for purchase of Angino Farm
and stayed together to focus its expertise around
planning for the success of the farm was legally
incorporated as a non-profit organization in August.
The group is now known as the Newton Community
Farm, Inc. (NCF). The group has also applied to the
IRS for tax-exempt status as a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization. That process takes about six months to
complete.

NCF is organized to develop and deliver
educational programming related to the farm, to
advocate on its behalf, to raise funds to support the
farm and to provide the expertise needed to operate the
farm. In addition, the group would like to be the entity
with whom the Farm Commission contracts to manage
the farm on a day-to-day basis. This decision will be
made by the Commission this fall and, if NCF is
selected, a contract will be negotiated and NCF will
employ a farmer to run the operation. (See related story
on page 5.)

Zoning Changed—In August, the Board of
Aldermen voted to change the zoning designation for
Angino Farm from residential to public use. This
redefines what the property can legally be used for and
brings the zoning into line with goals for the farm.
Public Use is defined by ordinance (chapter 30, section
6) as common areas intended to serve a public purpose,
including streets and parking lots but also public
gardens, parks, conservation areas and other similar
public purposes. The law permits the land to be used
for “farmer’s markets, fairs, festivals and other like
uses” if temporary licenses for these purposes are
granted by the Board of Aldermen.

House and Barn Improvements—The Public
Buildings department has installed exterior lighting and
taken other steps this summer to secure the property.
This fall, Public Buildings will begin phase one of a
series of improvements to the house and barn. Money
for this phase (about $40,000) was approved by the
Community Preservation Committee and the Board of
Aldermen and will come out of CPA funds. Future
improvements will be funded through donations and
money from other sources.

(Continued on page 3)



Angino Farm, continued from page 2

The house and barn were surveyed extensively by
Donald Lang, an architect who serves on the Newton
Historic Commission, and were found to be structurally
sound. Like any old buildings, however, repairs and
upgrades will be needed, some more urgently than
others. As a result, the work was organized into three
timeframes.

— — e

The Angiho horhestead, which isglated forUpgrades this fall

Phase one improvements include upgrades to the
electrical service, installation of smoke detectors, minor
plumbing and electrical repairs, asbestos remediation,
adding insulation, repair of plaster ceilings and walls,
repair of windows and doors, replacement of appliances
and other changes that are aimed at creating a safe
living environment. The objective is to make the house
habitable for a live-in farmer and to prepare it and the
barn for use in support of farm operations.

Future improvements are scheduled over a five-year
time frame and include further upgrades to utilities, a
new roof, painting, some structural repairs and some
restoration work. This is anticipated to cost about
$85,000. Long-terms plans include remodeling of
bathrooms and kitchen, completion of historic
restoration work, and creation of meeting facilities and
classroom space. About $182,000 is budgeted for long-
term improvements.

Environmental Sustainability—At an upcoming
meeting, the Farm Commission will meet with David
Naparstek, Public Health Commissioner, to discuss
connection of the house to the city sanitary sewer
system and closure of the old cesspool. Related to this
discussion will be proposals to capture gray water for
irrigation and to install composting toilets. The
suggestion has been made that this city project also
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serve as a model for environmental sustainability and
this discussion will be the first step in determining the
extent to which that will indeed be considered a
priority.

Another topic to be discussed is the capacity of the
existing dug well and whether a drilled well will be
needed for irrigation of crops. Future topics might
include solar power and other demonstration projects.

Dedication of the Farm—A formal dedication and
naming ceremony is planned for a date in October, not
finalized as of this writing. An engraved stone bench
will be unveiled in recognition of Jerry Angino and the
contribution of the Angino family to the life of the
community. The bench will be located at the rear of the
house adjacent to a small patio and shaded by an old
apple tree. This site was selected by the family for
sentimental reasons.

Next Steps—The Farm Commission has several
decisions to make and tasks to complete during the next
several weeks. First and foremost is to research farm
operations in surrounding towns to learn what has
worked and what hasn’t. Out of that should come a
decision about the business model the farm will follow.

The most prevalent model and the one most often
discussed with respect to Angino Farm is Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA). This model involves
sale of shares that entitles shareholders to a portion of
crops grown on a weekly basis. The advantages of this
system are that it collects committed dollars upfront,
providing for working capital; it partially insures
against the risk of crop failure by engaging supporters
who are willing to take the chance that shares will be
reduced because of bad weather and other causes; and it
provides predictable volunteer labor to the extent that
shareholders commit to working a certain number of
hours per week, as is often the case.

Other models include direct sale of produce at
markets, like the Newton Farmer’s Market, or at a stand
on-site, or wholesaling to stores and restaurants. Some
combination of these approaches may ultimately create
the best and most balanced option.

The Commission will then need to select a farm
operator and negotiate a contract that outlines the terms
of the working arrangement over some defined time
period. Most parties close to this process have
recommended a longer-term contract than is typically
the case for municipal governments. Five years instead
of the usual three would give the farm operation a better

(Continued on page 4)



Angino Farm, continued from page 3

chance to contend with start-up issues and spread the
cost of start-up operations over a longer period. Details
of the contract will spell out policies, performance
expectations and reporting requirements. To this last
point, the Commission will also need to identify and
structure its own financial and other reporting
obligations to the city.

The ordinance establishing the Farm Commission
requires the group to hold a public hearing to spell out

the initial set of policies and procedures for operation of |

the farm prior to their adoption. Such a hearing would
probably be held in the October-November timeframe if
the Commission is to stay on-track for an early spring
start-up of the farm operation. (See timeline on page 6).

This is a very busy but exciting time in our quest to
create a vibrant community farm in Newton. The
Angino Farm Commission will be the focus of activity
over the next several months. Participation in the
process by those who have helped conceive and
advocate for this project is especially important at this
point to provide continuity, information and impetus to
this phase of the effort. It can be easy to assume that
everything will flow naturally from the strong start that
has been made, but this is a vulnerable point in the
process. New players are coming up to speed, ideas are
being culled and honed, proposals are being
concretized, and decisions are being made that have the
potential to set the course for years to come.

It is critical that we stay engaged in this process in
order to shape it, keep it true to our vision and, with
hard work and good fortune, to lay the groundwork for
many years of successful community farming in

Newton.
Doug Dickson
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Farm Commission Members

The Angino Farm Commission is comprised of
nine members. To date, seven of the members have
been selected. To help you get acquainted with this
new city board, a list of the seven members appointed
to date, the role each plays on the Commission and a
brief bio for each follows.

Mayoral appointees:

e Louise Bruyn, expertise in sustainable
environmental practices. Louise helped found and
served as initial president of the Green Decade
Coalition/Newton in 1990. She is a long-time
environmental activist with extensive connections
to resources in Newton and beyond. She worked
hard to advocate for the purchase of Angino Farm.

e James Harper, expertise in finance and accounting.

Jim served for many years as controller of Eastern

Enterprises, the owner of Boston Gas before it was

acquired by Keyspan. He is currently tax manager

for Iron Mountain. Jim has also served as treasurer
to non-profit organizations. He is a graduate of

Harvard Business School.

Peter Lewenberg, expertise in operating a retail or

wholesale business. Peter was a food broker for

many years, selling food products of all types to
supermarkets, specialty shops and other venues. He
earned a degree in agricultural economics from

UMass, on whose board he sat as a trustee during

the 90s. He spent five years working on public-

private partnerships for the Massachusetts

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and

currently works in development and alumni giving

for MIT.

Theresa Walsh, at-large citizen appointee. Theresa

lives near Angino Farm and worked for the school

department for many years. Since retiring, she has
been a tireless advocate for and leader of outdoor
education projects for public school students. She
runs programs for students at Nahanton Park and
looks forward to creating educational opportunities
at Angino Farm.

e Appointee with expertise in farming or
agriculture—not yet selected.

Aldermanic appointee:
e Cheryl Lappin, at-large citizen appointee. Cheryl is
a resident of Ward 8, where Angino Farm is located
(Continued on page 5)



Farm Commission, continued from page 4

and which she serves as Ward Alderman. She
brings business experience in public relations and
marketing, along with real estate appraisal skills.
Cheryl is serving as temporary chair of the
Commission until it identifies roles and elects
members to fill them. This probably won’t happen
until a full panel is in place.

Commission representatives:

e Judy Hepburn, Conservation Commission. In
addition to her service as an associate member of
the Conservation Commission, Judy is a long-time
member of the Friends of Nahanton Park, a city-
owned facility adjacent to Angino Farm. She
served on the board of the Newton Conservators
and is currently an Advisor. Judy is trained as a
geologist and teaches at Boston College. She is an
avid birder.

e Donald Lang, Historic Commission. Donald is an
architect who specializes in historic restoration and
preservation of public buildings, among other
things. He also serves on the Chestnut Hill Historic
District Commission and was recently appointed to
the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board.
Early in the acquisition process, he surveyed the
Angino property and drew up a plan for upgrading
and restoring the buildings to make them suitable
for public use.

e Parks and Recreation Commission representative—
not yet selected.

Newton Community Farm, Inc.
Gets Organized

Making the transition from a loosely formed
group that came together to advocate for purchase of
Angino Farm to a permanent organization with a
well-defined mission has been a relatively smooth one
for Newton Community Farm, Inc. (NCF). Thisis a
testament to the singularity of this group’s vision and
the energy and support they have inspired in the
community for their mission. As the focus shifts
from advocacy to operations, NCF has formalized its
structure by incorporating as a Massachusetts non-
profit organization. It has filed an application for tax-
exempt status with the IRS and is waiting for
approval, a process that can take about six months.
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Meanwhile, NCF is working with the newly
appointed Angino Farm Commission to provide
background information, lay out a calendar and help
shape the policies and procedures under which the
farm will operate. Ultimately, NCF would like to be
the entity with which the Commission contracts to run
the farm.

In its first official communication with the new
Commission, NCF laid out the following information
about the organization and its achievements:

e With the Newton Conservators, developed a
proposal to the Community Preservation
Committee (CPC) for city acquisition of Angino
Farm.

e At the request of the CPC, developed a
preliminary operating plan and budget,
demonstrating NCF’s preparedness to operate the
farm and maintain the buildings under the
direction of the Farm Commission.

e Collected $36,965 in contributions from over 50
donors, and obtained an additional $65,400 in
pledges toward farm start-up and operating costs.

e Generated a list of approximately 80 Newton
residents willing to pre-purchase produce to help
insure the financial viability of the farm.

e Incorporated and is submitting an application for
501(c)(3) status so that NCF can serve as either
the non-profit operator of the farm or a
fundraising and support group for the farm.

e Established six subcommittees to explore in detail
the critical aspects of operating the community
farm envisioned by Newton’s citizens and leaders:
agriculture, education, buildings/sustainable
environmental practices, business/legal,
fundraising, and communications.

e Prepared a working facilities plan, addressing the
steps necessary for the restoration and operation
of the site’s buildings.

e Outlined a financially sound plan for the first
three years of the farm’s operation.

e Met with the Bowen Elementary Schoolyard
Initiative to explore opportunities for educational
programming utilizing the farm resources.

Doug Dickson




Community Farm Timeline

NCF has also put together a timeline of activities
that will enable the farm to commence operations
next spring. This creates a starting point for the
Angino Farm Commission’s work and provides
valuable guidance as they plan their next steps.

> Sep 2005—Till field and plant cover crop

> Sep-Nov—Investigate alternative wastewater
options

» Oct-Jan—Ready building for occupancy by
farmer

» Nov—Sign contract with city to operate for an
initial three-to-five-year period

» Nov-Dec—Interview and hire farmer

Nov-Feb—~Pre-sell produce to assure adequate
funding of farmer’s salary

» Dec-Feb—Contract with partner farm(s) to supply
supplemental produce to meet pre-purchase
commitments

> Feb 2006—Install temporary greenhouse and start
seedlings

» Nov-Mar—Work with pilot school to develop
first educational programming and plan student
field trips

» Mar—File first quarterly financial report with
Angino Farm Commission

A\

The Newton Conservators Newsletter© is published five
times each year by the Newton Conservators, Inc. Issues
usually appear in mid-February, April, June, September and
November. Deadlines for these issues are the fifth of each
month in which an issue is scheduled to be published.

We welcome material related to our mission from any source.
Send proposed articles by email in MS Word or rich text format
to dgdickson@rcn.com. Digitized photographs, maps and
diagrams are also welcome.

Editor:
Production:

617-969-8661
617-969-0686

Doug Dickson
Bonnie Carter

Thanks to the following contributors to this edition of the
Newsletter: Modestino Criscitiello, Doug Dickson, Patty
Goldman and Martha Aherin Horn. Thanks also to Douglas
Leith for his excellent proofreading.
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Editorial, continued from page 1

The misstatement that has most consistently shown
up in campaign literature, The TAB and other sources is
that funds used to acquire open space were diverted
from filling potholes and providing other municipal
services. Of course, these funds were drawn from the
CPA account, which is dedicated to four limited
purposes: acquisition of open space, creation of
affordable or community housing, preservation of
historic resources, and creation of recreation facilities.
By law, CPA funds cannot be diverted for other
purposes and if not spent in one fiscal year, must be
held for spending on those four purposes in a
subsequent fiscal year.

It is misleading, at best, to suggest that the city had
a choice between acquiring Kesseler Woods or Angino
Farm and providing any city service. The only choice
the city had with respect with these funds was to
acquire these properties or to spend the money on
housing or another CPA purpose.

If the intent of the argument is to suggest that CPA
should be rescinded, then the point should be made
directly. Of course, that can’t be done for at least
another year and would require a vote of the Board of
Aldermen to put the matter on the ballot. And, if
passed by the voters, rescission would result in loss not
only of the roughly $2 million a year that is dedicated
to the fund, but the $2 million in state matching dollars
that would then go to other communities. If voters
wanted to add back those funds for other city services, a
Proposition 2% override would be required, and we all
know the passion that accompanies that process.

Most tragic would be the loss of opportunity to
continue to preserve and build our community through
projects like the ones that have been funded by CPA
over the past four years. In addition to acquisitions at
Kesseler Woods and Angino Farm, which have topped
the Open Space Plan for many years, we have added
significant parcels to Dolan Pond and Webster
Conservation Areas. Nearly 100 units of community
housing have been added with the help of CPA funds
and numerous other projects have been funded as well.
Without CPA, projects like these would all go away.

If the intent behind misstatements of fact is to
criticize the governor or legislature for drastically
cutting local aid in the face of the state’s fiscal crisis,
than they should be the targets. If the intent is to
question decisions of the mayor or board of aldermen
regarding what services have been funded and which

(Continued on page 7)



Editorial, continued from page 7

have not as budgets have continued to tighten, then that
should be the point. We have a right to expect and
should insist that those running for elective office speak
directly and truthfully in taking positions, making
arguments and conveying campaign messages.

As a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, the Newton
Conservators are prohibited from endorsing candidates.
But we are not prohibited from holding, in fact we see it
as our obligation to hold candidates accountable for
their rhetoric and insist that they get the facts straight!

Doug Dickson

MISSION
Newton Conservators, Inc.

The Newton Conservators promotes the protection and
preservation of natural areas, including parks, playgrounds,
forests and streams, which are open or may be converted to

open space for the enjoyment and benefit of the people of
Newton. It further aims to disseminate information about
these and other environmental matters.

A primary goal is to foster the acquisition of land, buildings
and other facilities to be used for the encouragement of
scientific, educational, recreational, literary and other public
pursuits that will promote good citizenship and the general
welfare of the people of our community.

The Newton Conservators was formed as a not-for-
profit organization 44 years ago in June 1961.

Environmental Show Features
Kesseler Woods

In October, the Newton Conservators
Environmental Show on NewTV will focus on the
acquisition of Kesseler Woods. The Conservators
played an important role in identifying the value of this
open space, which runs between Brookline Street and
Lagrange Street. It connects the existing Saw Mill
Brook and Bald Pate Meadow Conservation Areas.

The Conservators advocated for the purchase of
Kesseler Woods, using Community Preservation funds
to leverage a unique public-private partnership with
Cornerstone Corporation developers. Under the plan,
about half of the land will be developed for homes and
condominiums, while the remaining 28 acres will
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remain protected open space and wetlands. Without
this partnership, a developer could have built on most
of the property except for the wetland.

Current and past presidents of the Conservators—
Bill Hagar, Eric Reenstierna and Doug Dickson—tell
the story of this unique partnership, along with Mayor
David Cohen, Alderman Rick Lipof and developer Tom
Southworth.

The Conservators will be watching this property in
the years ahead to make sure that all goes according to
plan, including the developer’s promise to build
walking trails through the property. The Conservators
will also hold a conservation restriction on the
preserved area.

Be sure to catch this episode of the Environmental
Show starting at the beginning of October and running
frequently through the month on Saturdays (10:00 AM),
Mondays (3:00 PM), Tuesdays (1:30 PM and 11:30
PM), Wednesdays (11:30 AM) and Thursdays 12:00
noon, (4:00 PM and 7:30 PM). The program will be
shown on NewTV’s Blue Channel, which is Channel 10
for Comcast subscribers and Channel 15 for RCN

subscribers.
Patty Goldman

Flowed Meadow Sees Changes

The Flowed Meadow Improvement Project (phase
2) is moving along nicely. Our contractor, Joe Farnese
from New Hampshire, has excavated a pathway at
Wabasso Street for our scout project. In addition he has
placed the kiosk and excavated the
pathway between Auburndale Park
and Forest Grove Reservation taking
care not to damage tree roots,
applied base gravel and will have the
stone dust down by the time this
article is in print.

In addition, he has poured the concrete for the two
bench bases—the benches are expected in a week or so.
His final action will be to pull up the asphalt from the
pathway closest to the river, cultivate slightly, apply a
wetland seed mix and pile brush at both ends to keep
people from using it. He will make roadway repairs in
Auburndale Park on his way out.

On September 24th, Max Resnick, an Eagle Scout
candidate, and his troop will remove debris and chip a

(Continued on page 8)




Flowed Meadow, continued from page 7
pathway between Wabasso Street and The Knob, where
he will build and install a log bench. Thanks to the
Forestry Department and Parks and Recreation for their
valuable assistance on this project.

Phase 3 of Flowed Meadow is the study by a
number of different professionals of the best way to
locate pathways and a boardwalk linking Lexington
and Wabasso Streets. The RFPs should be out in
September, with the work scheduled for late fall and
during the winter. With that information in hand, the
Conservation Commission will go back to the
Community Preservation Committee for funding for

the actual project.
Martha Aherin Horn

NIGHTHAWK MIGRATION

As evenings become cooler in late August and early
September, the southward migration of the Common
Nighthawk begins. It’s a process you can miss entirely
unless you know a bit about it. The birds move silently

=0

overhead at dusk, often only a few at a time,
occasionally in large groups numbering in the hundreds
or even thousands. The size of a robin, a nighthawk is
somewhat slimmer in contour and appears uniformly
dark in coloration, with long, pointed wings, somewhat
like those of a falcon. A narrow white band, about two
thirds of the way out on each wing, is a prominent field
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mark, easily seen with binoculars. During migration
the birds fly well above the tree-tops, often gliding with
raised wings, sometimes at heights of two hundred feet
or more. They seem to seek out river valleys to follow
as they move toward the south.

| agree with Yogi Berra’s comment that “You can
observe a lot just by watching,” but in the case of
nighthawk migration, you need to know where and
when to look! To see them flying over, you should
seek an open expanse with a wide view of sky above.
A tower or similarly elevated observation point
provides an advantage, but any large field, such as the
upper meadow in Nahanton Park or the raised landfill
in Millennium Park, will do. Large flights begin
around August 15 and usually end by September 10. In
most years, numbers reach their peak on or about the
26™ of August, but there are still a few stragglers
through the end of September. A few birds can be seen
moving by in daytime, but the largest flights occur
within two hours of sunset, with highest numbers just at
dusk. Should they encounter flying insects en route,
they will detour to chase after them, swinging and
swooping about erratically with deep wing beats. Such
activity resembles bat flight, perhaps the reason some
people call them “bullbats.”

For a few memorable moments on an August
evening years ago, just at twilight, I was surrounded by
hundreds of these birds dipping and swirling close to
the ground. They had discovered a cloud of insects
swarming over the field | had entered and interrupted
their migration flight to drop down for a feast. In the
early summer months, during breeding season, they’re
quite noisy, and most city dwellers know their short,
buzzing call as they circle overhead at dusk. Fans at
Fenway Park can readily hear their calls above the din
as they maneuver around lights, snatching out of the air
the insects attracted there. On that late August evening,
however, they moved in ghostly silence, their forms
barely visible above the darkened field. After a short
while, they disappeared over the horizon to resume
their journey, and the air was suddenly empty.

Despite its name, the bird is not really a hawk in the
true sense. Itis a close cousin of the Whip-poor-will or
the Chuck-will’s Widow, all three in a category referred
to as “Goatsuckers.” This name came from the odd
belief that these birds were able to steal milk from the
udders of she-goats! Because it has a crepuscular
lifestyle—*“hawking” for insects in the sky before dawn

(Continued on page 9)



Nighthawk Migration, continued from page 8

and at dusk, and roosting unseen on a tree limb during
the day—you are not likely to find a Nighthawk close at
hand. Its scientific name is “Chordeiles minor,” the
first term based on two Greek words translated as
“evening traveler.”
Here in Massachusetts, the Common Nighthawk is
now somewhat less
“common” than in the
past. Formerly, it nested
ﬂ on dry, open ground in
ol T areas scattered through
¥ A the countryside and it was
'l present across the entire
state. With replacement
of farmlands by growing forests, numbers have dropped
off rapidly and the species is now found chiefly only in
large cities, often nesting on flat rooftops in the absence
of its usual terrain. Counts of the numbers of
nighthawks migrating past several points throughout the
state have been undertaken over the past two decades,
and although one can challenge the accuracy of this
method of sampling, it is the only means available to
assess the size of the population. Reports from this
year’s counts so far have been low—not everywhere—

but low enough in total to increase our concern about
the bird’s status in the state and in areas to the north. |
would be interested to know if other Newton birders
agree with my impression that the nighthawk in recent
years has become scarcer in the skies over our city. If
true, what a pity!

Modestino Criscitiello

Meeting Calendar

Newton Conservators Board meets the third
Wednesday of every month at 7:30 pm, usually in a
City Hall meeting room or the City Hall cafeteria.

Conservation Commission meets the fourth
Thursday of every month at 7:30 pm in City Hall
Room 209.

Parks and Recreation Commission meets the third
Monday of every month at 7:30 pm in City Hall
Room 209.

Community Preservation Committee meets the last
Wednesday of every month at 7:00 pm in City Hall
Room 209.

Aldermanic Committee on Community
Preservation meets the last Tuesday of every month
at 7:45 pm in City Hall Room 222

If you haven’t paid your membership dues for 2005, now is the time. Please renew today!
And consider an additional tax-deductible gift to support our work!

Newton Conservators Membership Form
PO Box 590011, Newton Centre, MA 02459 e www.newtonconservators.org

YES, Id like to start/renew my one-year membership with MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

Celebrating 44 years the Newton Conservators to help preserve open space in Individual member $25
of open space advocacy Newton. I’ll receive informative newsletters and emails
in Newton and be invited to participate in guided tours of local con- Family member $35
servation areas, lectures, and other programs and activities. -
Sustaining member $50
I’d like to make an additional tax-deductible contribution to
support the work of the Newton Conservators: $ Donor $75
Patron $100
NAME
STREET VILLAGE ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Make checks payable to Newton Conservators, Inc.
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the Newton Conservators

NEWSLETTER

IN THE FALL ISSUE:

Angino Farm Behind the Scenes
Get the Facts Straight!

Farm Commission Appointed
Farm Group Gets Organized
Flowed Meadow Sees Changes
Nighthawk Migration

WATCH THE ENVIRONMENTAL SHOW ON NewTV IN OCTOBER!

See page 7 for details

Hear MARION LARSON, Mass Wildlife Specialist, Nov 15, 7 PM, Newton Free Library
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