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Dan Brody

Subject: E-Bulletin - December 17 2011

 

  

Newton Conservators 

E-Bullet in  

Saturday,  December 17,  2011 
 . . .  Newton's land t rust  working to preserve open space since 1961   

    

Happy Holidays! 

Happy Hol idays t o al l !    At  least  t he weat her has t urned sl ight ly more seasonal but  it  is st i l l  a great  

t ime t o get  out  and about  in Newt on's open spaces.   We want ed t o alert  any birders out  t here t hat  t his 

Sunday is t he annual Newton Christ mas Bird Count  (CBC).   See det ails below if  you would l ike t o 

part icipat e.   We also wanted t o let  you know about  an upcoming Newt on Conservat ors lect ure event  

on Houghton Garden t aking place on Tuesday,  January 10.   Our wint er newslet t er (December 2011) has 

been mailed and some of  t he cont ent  you wil l  f ind here,   e.g ,  a very import ant  art icle by Alderman 

Rut hanne Ful ler on t he st at e of  expendit ures on maint enance for our conservat ion areas.   Just  a 

reminder t hat  t he Newt on Conservators  t rai l  guide and almanac make great  gif t s for your Newt on 

nat ure lovers.  

 

Newton Christmas Bird Count 

Sunday,  December 18,   7 am - 1 pm 

 
The annual Christmas Bird Count  is cit izen science in act ion.    Amazingly t his is 

t he 112t h annual count ,  an event  where t ens of  t housands of  volunt eers 

t hroughout  t he Americas t ake part  in an advent ure t hat  has become a family 

t radit ion among generat ions.  Famil ies and st udent s,  birders and scient ist s,  

armed wit h binoculars,  bird guides and checkl ist s go out  on an annual mission - 

of t en before dawn.  For over one hundred years,  t he desire t o both make a 

dif ference and t o experience t he beaut y of  nat ure has driven dedicat ed people 

t o leave t he comfort  of  a warm house during t he Hol iday season.   

 

Each of  t he cit izen scient ist s who annual ly braves snow,  wind,  or rain,  t o t ake 

part  in t he Christmas Bird Count  makes an enormous cont ribut ion t o 

conservat ion.  Audubon and ot her organizat ions use dat a col lect ed in t his 

longest -running wildl ife census t o assess t he healt h of  bird populat ions - and t o 
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help guide conservat ion act ion.  

 

From feeder-wat chers and f ield observers t o count  compilers and regional edit ors,  everyone who t akes 

part  in t he Christmas Bird Count  does it  for love of  birds and t he excit ement  of  f riendly compet it ion -- 

and wit h t he knowledge t hat  t heir ef fort s are making a dif ference for science and bird 

conservat ion.   Please see ht t p: / / birds.audubon.org/ christmas-bird-count #  for more informat ion on 

t he hist ory and det ails of  t his event .  

 

You t oo can part icipat e right  here in Newt on t omorrow.   The Newt on sect ion of  t he great er Bost on 

Christmas Bird Count  is set  for t his coming Sunday,  t he 18t h!    The most  recent  forecast  for t hat  day is 

good --  expect ed t o be sunny,  wit h  t emperat ures in t he high 20's /  low 30's.  

 

If  you are int erest ed,  please meet  at  t he home of  Cr is Criscit iel lo,  our local coordinator,  at  2 Raeburn 

Terrace,  Newt on Highlands at  7:00 AM.   The part icipant s wil l  divide up int o groups of  4 t o 7 birders 

and head out  t o designat ed areas t hroughout  Newton,  general ly our parks and open spaces.    For t he 

early birders who might  l ike t o help count  owls,  meet  at  t he same locat ion ready t o leave at  5 am.  

They wil l  l  ret urn in t ime t o warm up a bit  and t o j oin t hose who arrive at  7:00 am.    Most  groups f inish 

by noont ime or earl ier.  There wil l  be hot  drinks and snacks available when you get  back.  

 

If  you have birding f r iends who might  l ike t o part icipat e in t he count ,  please invit e t hem t o j oin us.  

One doesn't   have t o be an expert  t o part icipat e.  Ext ra pairs of  eyes and ears help.   There is a f ive 

dol lar fee per part icipant ,  mainly t o cover t he cost  of  publ icat ion and mail ing of  t he Nat ionwide Count  

Report  which each part icipant  wil l  receive lat er in 2012.    There is no fee for t hose under t he age of  

18 who might  l ike t o j oin for t he count .    Feeder report s would also be welcome especial ly if  you have 

any very unusual visit ors.   If  you have any quest ions,  or need direct ions t o our house,  please cal l  Cris 

Criscit iel lo at  617 244 6397.   

 

Winter Trails Day 

Saturday,  January 7,  2012  

 

Wint er Trails Day is a nat ional event  each January t o int roduce people t o t he great  fun of  get t ing 

out side in t he wint er on cross-count ry skis or snowshoes.  The event  wil l  run local ly at  t he Weston 

Ski Track f rom 9am-2pm.   Visit  ht t p: / / www.skiboston.com/ skit rack/ event s/ wint ert rails.php for 

det ails.    

 

Snowshoeing -  For 2012,  al l  snowshoe event s wil l  be f ree and do not  

require pre-regist rat ion.  Everyone wil l  receive a f ree snowshoeing t rail  

pass,  t here wil l  be f ree snowshoe demos,  and we wil l  be leading a 

number of  f ree guided t ours.  There wil l  be a l imit ed number of  demo 

snowshoes available;  t hose who want  t o use snowshoes for more t han 

15-20 minut es can rent  t hem f rom us at  t he regular rat e.    XC Skiing -

  Free ski lessons wil l  be available wit h pre-regist rat ion and t he 

purchase of  a t rail  pass (and rent al i f  needed).  Free ski lessons are only 

available wit h pre-regist rat ion and payment .   
  

 

  

Newton Conservators Winter Lecture 

Discovering  Houghton:  Views of Newton's Secret Garden 
Tuesday,  January 10,   7- 8:30 pm 

Newton Free Library - Druker Auditorium 
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Discover Hought on Garden,  one of  Newton's l i t t le-known gems!  Locat ed in Chestnut  Hil l ,  t his sanct uary 

in t he  middle of  t he cit y has half  a mile of  t rai ls t hat  meander around ponds and st reams adorned 

wit h azalea and  rhododendron,  as wel l  as an alpine rock garden t hat  was one of  t he f irst  of  i t s kind.  

The evening wil l  include:  

• The st ory of  Hought on's acquisit ion and renovat ion as t old by Michele Hanss,  head of  Friends of  

Hought on Garden 
  

• A brief  t alk about  t he context  of  t he garden's design by Jane Roy Brown of  t he Library of  

American Landscape Hist ory 
  

• A sl ide show of  cont emporary images of  t he garden by phot ographer Daniel  Jackson.   
  

• Ref lect ions on looking at  t he garden t hrough photographs by Sarah Luria,  Professor of  Engl ish 

at  Holy Cross 

This program came about  f rom a l i t erary and phot ographic piece by Daniel Jackson and Sarah Luria in 

t he new l it erary j ournal The Common:  a Modern Sense of  Place - www. t hecommononl ine.org which is 

cosponsoring t his program.  The program is also cosponsored by t he Friends of  Hought on Garden and 

t he Newt on Free Library.  

 

        
 
  

 

Walking in a Winter Wonderland * 

Saturday,  February 11th,   9:30 am to 11:30 am.  

  

Come and j oin as Marc Welch,  Newt on*'s of f icial  arborist  t akes folks on a 
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guided wint er t ree walk.   The walk wil l  begin at  Newt on Communit y Farm and head over t o Nahant on 

Park  before ret urning t o t he farm.  The walk wil l  focus on ident ifying local t ree species during 

t he  wint er mont hs and how t he Farm has played a role in t he 't reescape' we see t oday as wel l  as 

t hinking about  how our own personal choices t oday may impact  t his aspect  of  our nat ural 

environment  in t he fut ure.   A fun act ivit y t o be enj oyed by al l  during t he wint er mont hs.  

Please regist er for t his event  by visit ing our websit e at ;  

www.newt oncommunit yfarm.org/ educat ion/ classes.  $5 per person $12 per Family (max 4) 

  

Please not e t hat  in t he event  of  inclement  weat her on t he day of  t he class or if  t here is t oo much 

accumulat ed  snow t he class wil l  be re*scheduled for March.  Please check t he farm websit e before 

at t ending for an  updat e.   The rout e and cont ent  of  t he class may be alt ered at  t he discret ion of  t he 

inst ruct or t o ref lect  t he condit ions on t hat  day.   Being a wint er out door act ivit y it  is t he responsibil i t y 

of  al l  part icipant s t o be dressed and  prepared appropriat ely.  

 
 
Newton Conservators Winter Newsletter - December 2011  

 

The December,  2011 newslet t er is now post ed on our websit e 

at   www.newt onconservators.org/ newslet t ers/ dec11.pdf ,  so please t ake a look 

- i t 's real ly great !   Many t hanks t o Bet h Wilkinson on her inaugural issue as 

newslet t er edit or,  as wel l  as t o Pat  Robinson for her ever beaut iful  graphic 

design and layout  work.   Thanks very much t o Eric Reenst ierna for his many 

years of  t alent ed newslet t er edit ing.   You can f ind past  issues as wel l  on t he 

websit e at  www.newt onconservators.org/ newslet t ers.    Below are some of  t he 

art icles cont ained t herein.   Check t he l ink above for addit ional art icles wit h 

updat es f rom t he Newt on Tree Conservancy and t he Cryst al Lake Conservancy.  

 
President’s Message 

 

As 2011,  our 50t h anniversary year,  comes t o a  close,  we wish you and your famil ies a wonderful 

hol iday season and happy New Year.  This year f lew by but  was  busy and product ive for us.  

 

This newslet t er covers a variet y of  issues relat ing t o Newt on’ s  parks and conservat ion areas.  Alderman 

Rut hanne Ful ler set s  t he st age,  writ ing about  t he dismally small  amount  of  money 

t he Cit y spends t o maintain it s conservat ion land.  Gloria Gavris  writ es about  t he proposal t o spend 

signif icant  money t o build  a f loat ing boardwalk and ot her st ructures at  Hammond Pond 

so t hat  people can enj oy t he beaut y of  t he Pond while put t ing  on t he back burner t he fact  t hat  t he 

Pond is,  in fact ,  signif icant ly  st ressed by st orm-water runof f ,  a condit ion which could be 

mit igat ed by an expendit ure of  some of  t hat  money.  Mike  Clarke writ es about  t he Communit y 

Preservat ion  Commit t ee’ s f irst  t en years,  i t s import ant  role in prot ect ing  land,  and it s upcoming 

neighborhood meet ings.  I have  writ t en about  t he Nahant on Park management  st udy and 

our plans for working on issues at  t hat  beaut iful  park.  

 

These art icles shed l ight  on t he chal lenges we face in  prot ect ing and expanding t he precious and 

beaut iful  spot s  t hat  people enj oy t hroughout  Newt on and t hat  provide  import ant  wildl i fe habit at s.  

More t ime,  ef fort ,  and funds are  needed t o ensure t hat  what  looks beaut iful  act ual ly is as 

healt hy and prot ect ed f rom environment al st resses as it  can  be.  We wil l  be working hard in t he 

coming months t o focus  on t hese issues and t o solve some of  t he problems we face.   We hope you 

have received our membership renewal let t er  and wi l l  support  us as you have done in t he past .  We 

very  much look forward t o seeing and working wit h you in 2012!   

 

- Jane Sender - President  

 

City of Newton Expenditures on City Owned Conservation Land 
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by Alderman Rut hanne Ful ler 

 

The Cit y of  Newt on covers 18.33 square miles.  Open space comprises 19.6% of  t he Cit y's t ot al  land 

area,  of  which 55% is publ icly owned.  

 

Newt on has approximat ely 590 acres of  park,  recreat ion,  and conservat ion 

land.  Sevent een propert ies are "Conservat ion Commission Propert ies. " They 

range in size f rom t he Mart in Conservat ion Area,  which is a mere half  acre on 

a wooded slope of f  Circuit  St reet  t o our largest ,  t he 100 acre Webst er 

Conservat ion Area next  t o Hammond Pond.  (The next  t wo largest  ones are t he 

Charles River Pat hway at  Wells Avenue (30 acres) and t he Saw Mil l  Brook 

Conservat ion area (20 acres).  Alt oget her,  t hese Conservat ion Commission 

propert ies t ot al  approximat ely 440 acres.  (This est imat e of  acreage may be 

high since t he Depart ment  of  Conservat ion and Recreat ion may cont rol  some port ion of  i t . ) 

 

Looking specif ical ly at  t hese Cit y-owned Conservat ion Commission propert ies,  how much are we 

invest ing annual ly in t heir maint enance? Not  much.  

 

In t he last  f ive years,  t here have been only t hree sources of  funding for maintenance done by t he Cit y 

of  Newton owned conservat ion land.  

 

 *  First ,  t he Cit y of  Newton invest s in conservat ion propert ies.  The Planning Depart ment  pays for a 

Senior Environment al Planner (current ly Anne Phelps).  Approximat ely 15% of  her t ime is dedicat ed t o 

Conservat ion Commission propert ies.  The Cit y occasional ly pays for environment al consult ing.  The Cit y 

also spent  some money on t he Deer Park.  (Some of  t he Deer Park funds can now be real locat ed t o 

ot her conservat ion propert ies as t here are no longer any deer in t he park. ) Final ly,  in t imes of  dire 

need,  t he Depart ment  of  Publ ic Works has removed mat erials dumped in t he conservat ion areas and 

t he Depart ment  of  Parks and Recreat ion has sent  it s t ree cont ract or in t o remove t rees when it  was 

absolut ely necessary and no conservat ion funds were available.  

 

 * Second,  t he Cit y also spends money on a landscape cont ract or for conservat ion land maint enance.  

The sole funding source for t his is a $25,000 annual cont ribut ion f rom t he Newt on Commonwealt h Golf  

Foundat ion.  (When t he Cit y bought  t he golf  course f rom t he Chestnut  Hil l  Count ry Club in 1981,  t he 

Commonwealt h Golf  Course agreed t o pay t he Cit y $25,000 annual ly t o maint ain conservat ion land and 

anot her $25,000 for support  of  recreat ion. ) If  t he ful l  $25,000 is not  spent  in one f iscal year,  t he 

remainder carries forward t o t he next  year.  

 

 * Third,  t he Cit y also has access t o t he income f rom a $25,000 gif t  f rom t he Fireman Family.  In t his 

economic environment  wit h low int erest  rat es,  t he income may be as l i t t le as $200 a year.  

What  does t his add up t o? Looking back over t he past  f ive f iscal years,  t he most  we ever have invest ed 

in maint enance in one year has been a mere $60,179 (in FY2007).  On average in t he last  f ive years,  we 

have spent  $40,006.  In FY2011,  t he Cit y of  Newt on only spent  $25,519 on cit y owned conservat ion 
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land.  

Dat a suppl ied by David Wilkinson,  Compt rol ler ,  Ci t y of  Newt on and Anne Phelps,  Senior  

Environment al  Planner,  Ci t y of  Newt on 
  

 

Nahanton Park - Study done,  now it 's time to work 
by Jane Sender,  President  

 

Last  year t he Conservators,  along wit h t he Friends of  Nahanton 

Park and t he Cit y of  Newton Parks & Recreat ion Depart ment ,  

formed a j oint  commit t ee and hired Massachuset t s Audubon's 

Ecological Ext ension Service (EES) t o do a nat ural-resources 

invent ory and management  plan for Nahant on Park.  We did t his in 

part  as a way t o respond t hought ful ly t o Newton Communit y 

Farm's proposal t o expand t heir farming int o t he park.  The report ,  

j ust  publ ished last  mont h,  gives us a rich blueprint  for 

underst anding t he needs of  t his beaut iful  f i f t y-f ive-acre parcel 

and can be read on our websit e,  www.newt onconservat ors.org We 

are very appreciat ive of  t he ef fort s of  t he Parks & Recreat ion 

Depart ment ,  part icularly t he support  of  Commissioner DeRubeis and t he work of  Carol Schein,  who led 

t he commit t ee.  Now t he real chal lenge is t o make sure t he recommendat ions are implement ed.  

Lot s of  act ivit ies go on at  Nahanton Park,  f rom communit y gardening t o soccer,  birding t o dog walking,  

canoeing t o children's programs at  t he Nat ure Cent er.  The goal of  t he st udy was t o gain knowledge of  

how various act ivit ies af fect  t he park.  We want ed t o know how to balance al l  t he act ivit ies,  as wel l  as 

t he proposed farming,  and st i l l  t o maintain a high-qual it y wildl ife habit at  and 

a pleasant  overal l  park experience.  Happily,  t he report  t el ls us how,  

answering our quest ions and giving us expert  guidance and recommendat ions 

about  specif ical ly what  needs t o be done.  

 

These det ailed and specif ic recommendat ions broadly involve (1) improving 

communit y gardening management  and cont inuing t o discuss farming at  t he 

Park along wit h wildl ife habit at  prot ect ion;  (2) improving t he Winchest er 

St reet  ent rance t o improve t he overal l  feel of  t he park;  (3) maintaining and expanding wildl i fe habit at  

t hrough removal of  invasive species,  pruning vegetat ion,  invest igat ing st orm wat er discharge,  and 

curt ail ing snow dumping;  and (4) support ing passive recreat ion by renovat ing t rails,  cont inuing t he 

canoe and kayak rent al,  managing dog walking and improving t he overf low parking lot  of f  Nahant on 

st reet .  
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There's a lot  of  work t o be done here.  In t he coming mont hs,  t he commit t ee wil l  be recommending 

next  st eps t o t he Parks & Recreat ion Commission.  We wil l  need volunt eer help and some f inancial 

support  t o clear invasive plant s,  t o rest ore some habit at  and t o renovat e t he Winchest er St reet  

ent rance and some t rai ls.  It  is immensely grat ifying and excit ing t hat  we are t hinking about  t he park 

as a whole,  not  simply as a l ist  of  act ivit ies support ed by dif ferent  int erest ed groups,  and working t o 

ensure it s healt h.  We hope you share t his exci t ement  and t hat  we can count  on your support !  

 

The ful l  report  is available onl ine - f ind a l ink t o Nat ural  Resources Invent ory and Management  Plan 

f or  Nahant on Park (Oct ober 2011) at  

ht t p: / / www.newt onconservators.org/ nahant onmanagement plan.ht m  

 

Hammond Pond "Access Enhancements" 

Chestnut Hill Association requests that work on Hammond Pond proceed more 

slowly 
by Glor ia Gavr is,  Chest nut  Hi l l  Associat ion 

 

The Hammond Pond and t he adj acent  conservat ion area is an ext remely valuable and unique nat ural 

resource t o t he Cit y of  Newt on and part icularly t o t he Vil lage of  Chest nut  Hil l .  Our neighborhood sit s 

in t he midst  of  housing,  shopping mal ls and maj or commut er rout es.  As such,  Hammond Pond is a 

lovely spot  for walking t rails,  hiking,  rock cl imbing and ref lect ion.  It  is a peaceful oasis easily 

accessible t o our neighborhood and is t reasured by t he resident s of  Chest nut  Hil l .  

 

We were made aware of  t he Rudyak's family's generous cont ribut ion t o t he 

Cit y of  Newton and t heir desire t o memorial ize t heir son at  such a lovely 

locat ion several mont hs ago t hrough t he local press.  We sympat hize wit h 

t heir loss and are conf ident  t hat  we can come t oget her t o f ind a mut ual ly 

benef icial  solut ion for al l  of  our goals.  The foremost  concern of  t he 

Chest nut  Hil l  Associat ion (CHA) is t hat  t he process of  implement ing a 

f loat ing walkway slow down unt i l  a plan for improving t he healt h of  t he 

pond is created.  More specif ical ly,  we hope t hat  t he fol lowing issues are 

st udied in dept h and pot ent ial  solut ions developed:  

 

o Enhancing t he ecological funct ion of  t he pond and shoreline 

o Remediat ing t he wat er qual it y 

o Ident ifying opt ions for st ormwat er management  

o Reducing sediment  accumulat ion 

o Reversing eut rophicat ion 

o Developing fore bays wit h berms 

o Removing select ively wat er l i l ies 

o Increasing wat er dept h by dredging 

o Enhancing ground wat er and surface wat er inf luxes 

 

Moving ahead wit h a f loat ing walkway and int erior t rai ls before having a plan t o deal wit h t he healt h 

of  t he pond is premat ure.  We are disappoint ed t hat  t he focus and energy has been on t he design and 

const ruct ion of  t he Float ing Walkway inst ead of  on t he healt h of  t his special and unique nat ural 

resource in our Cit y.  We are concerned t hat  inst al l ing a walkway may even l imit  t he pot ent ial  

solut ions t o t he pond's healt h.  The CHA bel ieves t hat  t he Rudyak donat ion (and t hose monies 

cont ribut ed by t he DCR Part nership Mat ching Fund and t he $150,000 in reserve f rom WS Development ,  

Inc. ) be used in part  or in ful l  t o rest ore and t o ensure t he healt h of  t he pond,  it s wat er qual it y,  

ecosyst ems and t he maintenance of  such.  We underst and t he j urisdict ional complicat ions wit h 

Hammond Pond and implore t he Cit y of  Newt on,  t he MA Conservat ion Commission,  t he DCR and WS 

Development ,  Inc. ,  t o make t his nat ural resource one of  i t s t op priorit ies.  

 

Snow removal and st orage,  st orm drainage,  runof f  f rom Rt .  9 and parking lot s,  and pedest rian debris 

al l  t hreat en t he healt h of  t his unique ket t le pond.  We underst and it  is not  a simple t ask t o coordinat e 
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al l  of  t he ent it ies t hat  have a vest ed int erest ,  abut  or have t i t le t o land surrounding Hammond Pond.  

We know t hese issues are complicat ed and require more t ime t o address in a comprehensive and 

coordinat ed plan and implement ed in a cohesive fashion wit h al l  concerned part ies.  

 

It  is our underst anding t hat  t here was a feasibil i t y st udy commissioned by t he Rudyak Family by t heir 

consult ant  Kat hy Bradford.  In Ms.  Bradford's own words,  "t he ecosyst em of  Hammond Pond is in slow 

decl ine,  and t he wat er qual it y needs improvement ," Bradford said.  "Any design here needs t o have 

sust ainabil i t y in mind and encourage repairs t o t he ecosyst em." Consequent ly,  i t  seems premat ure t o 

make any decisions as t o a memorial  st ruct ure,  f loat ing walkway and int erior t rails of  any kind unt i l  

t his st udy is ful ly underst ood.  

 

In summary,  t he CHA respect ful ly request s t hat  t he process slow down unt i l  a rigorous environmental 

review of  and pot ent ial  solut ions t o Hammond Pond's wat er qualit y and ecosyst ems is complet e t o t he 

sat isfact ion of  al l  int erested and vest ed part ies.  The Float ing Walkway and int erior t rai ls proposed in 

t wo phases appears quit e large in scope.  The Chestnut  Hil l  Associat ion hopes t hat  no f inal decision be 

made about  t he f loat ing walkway unt i l  t he design specif icat ions are conf irmed;  it s impact  on t he 

environment  and wat er qual it y are underst ood;  and a fut ure maint enance plan is addressed.  

 

10 Years of Community Preservation in Newton 
by Mike Clarke 

 

 Newt on was one of  t he f irst  communit ies in t he Commonwealt h t o adopt  t he 

Communit y Preservat ion Act  (CPA),  and t his year marks it s 10t h anniversary.  Newt on 

has used CPA funds t o acquire about  t hirt y acres of  open space and recreat ion land.  

Wit hout  t he CPA,  Newton's high land cost s would make it  impossible t o acquire and 

improve open space for bot h recreat ion and conservat ion,  t o creat e af fordable 

housing and t o save hist oric st ruct ures and landscapes,  such as t he 1732 Durant  

Homest ead.  Open-space acquisit ions alone include Kesseler Woods,  t he Angino Farm,  

parkland on Cryst al Lake,  and conservat ion land around Dolan Pond-al l  for only about  $60/ year for a 

midrange single-family house in Newton.  

 

The Communit y Preservat ion Commit t ee (CPC) want s t o know what  resident s feel is import ant  t o t heir 

vi l lages in t erms of  open space,  hist oric preservat ion and af fordable housing in t he fut ure.  Are t here 

import ant  green spaces near your home t hat  might  be preserved eit her by acquisit ion or a 

conservat ion rest rict ion? 

 

Are t here hist oric landscapes t hat  could be preserved? Is t he place where you 

t ake your cont emplat ive walks possibly t hreat ened by loss of  access or 

development? The CPC needs t o hear f rom you,  eit her at  one of  t he 

neighborhood meet ings or t hrough t heir onl ine survey sit e.  

 

The CPC is celebrat ing t he CPA's 10t h anniversary by holding neighborhood 

meet ings t o provide input  for det ermining funding priorit ies for t he next  10 

years.  The f irst  meet ing for Wards 1-2 was held on November 15 at  Newt on Nort h High.  Times and 

places for t he gat herings for ot her wards are given below.  

 

    Tuesday,  January 24,  2012,  7-9 pm 

     For West Newton,  Auburndale,  Lower Falls (Wards 3 & 4) 

     Warren House,  1600 Washingt on St reet ,  West  Newt on 

 

     Tuesday,  March 20,  2012 

     For Waban,  Newton Upper Falls,  & Newton Highlands (Ward 5) 

     Locat ion TBA 

 

     Tuesday,  May 15,  2012 

     For Newton Centre,  Thompsonville,  Chestnut Hill (Wards 6 & 7) 
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     Locat ion TBA 

 

     Tuesday,  Sept ember 11,  2012 

     For t he South Side,  including Oak Hill & Oak Hill Park (Ward 8) 

     Locat ion TBA 

 

You are invit ed t o t ake t he CPC's 8 quest ion onl ine survey (4 are mult iple choice! ) at  

www.newt oma.gov/ cpa or direct ly at  www.surveymonkey.com/ s/ NYFZCDH 

 

Newt on's Communit y Preservat ion Commit t ee now requires a pre-proposal before it  wil l  accept  a ful l  

funding proposal for any proj ect .  The last  possible dat e t o submit  a pre-proposal for t he next  funding 

round wil l  be July 1,  2012,  but  t he sooner you submit  your pre-proposal,  t he bet t er for your proj ect .  

The Commit t ee accept s pre-proposals on a rol l ing basis and discusses t hem at  any of  i t s regular publ ic 

meet ings.  These discussions provide const ruct ive feedback and an opport unit y t o ask if  t he CPC wil l  

accept  a ful l  proposal "of f -cycle, " before (or af t er) t he next  regular funding round.   

 

Please direct  any quest ions on t he CPA t o Al ice Ingerson,  Communit y Preservat ion Program Manager 

(617-796-1144 or aingerson@newt onma.gov.  
  

 

Free Energy Audits Available 

 

We pass on t his not e f rom Dan Wort h,  Execut ive Direct or,  Nat ional Associat ion of  Environment al Law 

Societ ies (NAELS),  originally f rom Newton,  NNHS grad,  who is working wit h Newt on non-prof it  Green 

Decade Coal it ion on a proj ect  t o weat herize Newton's housing st ock.   Wit h t he high cost  of  energy,  a 

f ree energy audit  could be a wise investment  in saving you money in t he long run and helping t he 

environment .  

 

Did you know you can sign up for a f ree energy audit ,  t he f irst  st ep in weat herizing your home.   The 

audit  is a 1-2 hour process where audit ors come t o your home,  provide f ree,  energy ef f icient  l ight  

bulbs,  seal any obvious air leaks,  and provide a report  on st eps you can t ake t o weat herize your home 

- including cost ,  rebat es,  t ax breaks,  and proj ect ed payback.   If  you are int erested in an energy audit ,  

al l  I need is a phone number where t he energy audit  folks can reach you t o sign you up.  If  you prefer,  

t here is an onl ine sign-up page at :  ht t p: / / next st eplivinginc.com/ newt on-eco-t eam-

proj ect / ?program=Newt on.   The proj ect  was recent ly feat ured on t he Huf f ingt onpst :  

ht t p: / / www.huf f ingtonpost .com/ dan-wort h/ energy-ef f iciency-homes-newt on_b_1024006.ht ml 

    

 

Newton Conservators Sponsors 

 

The Newt on Conservat ors appreciat e t he generous cont ribut ions of  “ Gold”  and 

“ Silver”  Sponsors on t he occasion of  our Annual Dinner.   We are indebt ed for t heir 

cont ribut ions,  which wil l  help t o def ray land acquisit ion and ot her cost s.  
 
Gold Sponsors 

 

   Charles River Canoe and Kayak 

   Crystal Lake Conservancy 

   Friends of the Houghton Garden 

   William and Marion Pressley 

   Shaevel and Krems,  LLP 

   Lucy and Tom Stair 
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 Silver Sponsors 

 

   Byggmeister 

   Chestnut Hill Garden Club 

   Jewish Community Centers of Greater Boston 

   Kevin Newman Landscape & Tree,  Inc.  

   Lalor and Patricia Burdick 

   Law Offices of Stephen J.  Small,  Esq.  PC 

   The Village Bank 

  
  

 

Newton Conservators e-Bulletin 

This e-Bul let in is a service of  t he Newton Conservators,  Newton's open space advocat es since 1961.  If  

you wish t o subscribe,  j ust  send a not e wit h your request  t o subscribe t o t he Newt on Conservators e-

Bul let in t o dolanpond@aol.com or email l ist @newtonconservators.org.  The current  edit ion of  our paper 

newslet t er (for t hose who don't  receive it  in t he mail) can be easily downloaded in PDF form at  

ht t p: / / www.newt onconservators.org/ newslet t ers/ .  Event  l ist ings for our e-Bullet in can be sent  t o 

dolanpond@aol.com. 

 

Did you know t hat  you can Join t he Newt on Conservat ors onl ine.  And consider a gif t  

membership for a conservat ion-minded f riend (new members get  a t rai l  guide as wel l)!  

Visit  ht t p: / / www.newt onconservat ors.org/ membership.ht m for det ails on membership 

opt ions.  Did you know t hat  you can regist er and pay for membership,  event s,  buy a 

copy of  our Almanac or newly revised Trail  Guide,  or make a donat ion t o t he Newt on 

Conservat ors onl ine? 

 

 

   

Mission: The Newt on Conservat ors promot es t he prot ect ion and preservat ion of  nat ural  areas,  

including parks,  playgrounds,  f orest s and st reams,  which are open or  may be convert ed t o open space 

f or  t he enj oyment  and benef i t  of  t he people of  Newt on.  It  f ur t her aims t o disseminat e inf ormat ion 

about  t hese and ot her environment al  mat t ers.  A pr imary goal  is t o f ost er  t he acquisi t ion of  land,  

bui ldings and ot her f aci l i t ies t o be used f or  t he encouragement  of  scient i f ic,  educat ional ,  

recreat ional ,  l i t erary and ot her publ ic pursui t s t hat  wi l l  promot e good ci t izenship and t he general  

wel f are of  t he people of  our  communit y.  

 

The Newt on Conservat ors organizat ion was formed as a not -for-prof it  50 years ago in June 1961.  
 
- E-Bulletin Editor Ted Kuklinski, Newton Conservators (dolanpond@aol.com) 
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