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Dan Brody

Subject: FW: E-Bulletin - May 11, 2012 - CSP GM Pull & Mother's Day Birding

Newton Conservators 

E-Bullet in  

Friday,  May 11,  2012 
  . . .  Newton's land t rust  working to preserve open space since 1961   

   

 

Garlic Mustard Pull at Cold Spring /  Mother's Day Birding at Nahanton 
  

Join t he Newt on Conservat ors t his weekend.   On Sat urday,  t here wil l  some more Garl ic Must ard  (GM) 
pul l ing at  Cold Spring Park (it 's fun,  easy,  and rewarding! ) f rom 2 - 4 pm on Sat urday.   This invasive is 

al l  over Newton and now is t he ideal t ime t o remove it  before it  goes t o seed since it s small  whit e 

f lowers are easy t o recognize.   See art icle below on GM.  And of  course,  t his is peak birding migrat ion 
season.   Join us on t he annual Mot her's Day Bird Walk at  Nahanton Park t his Sunday,  

 
Check t his l ink for our current  and past  newslet t ers and select ed art icles:  

ht t p: / / www.newt onconservators.org/ newslet t er.ht m The lat est  newslet t er is available in PDF form at  
ht t p: / / www.newt onconservators.org/ newslet t ers/ apr12.pdf  

 

 

Newton Conservators Walks/ Activit ies Calendar – Spring 2012  

The Newt on Conservat ors is Newt on’ s own land t rust  and open space organizat ion and sponsors walks 
in t he spring and fal l .   Please not e t hat  t he walks/ act ivit ies meet  at  di f ferent  t imes.  Some are 

weat her dependent ;  please cal l  t r ip leader if  in doubt .    There is no charge for at t ending our t r ips and 
act ivit ies.   Check out  our websit e at  www.newt onconservators.org for updat es t o t his schedule.  
 
 
Saturday,  May 12,  2 pm – 4 pm 

Follow up Garlic Mustard Pull  

Cold Spring Park- Meet at the end of parking lot off Beacon Street (circle) 
 

Garl ic Must ard,  a nat ive of  Europe t hat  probably came here as a garden herb,  
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has now invaded our backyards,  parks,  forest s and conservat ion areas.  It  is high up on t he 

federal/ st at e of f icial  l ist  of  plant  invaders t hreat ening our environment .  It  wil l  quickly cover vast  
areas,  and low l ight  forested areas,  shading out  ot her plant s,  chemical ly al t ering t he soil  t o inhibit  

germinat ion of  compet it or seeds,  and alt ering t he habit at  for nat ive insect s such as but t erf l ies.  But  in 
areas where it  is j ust  st art ing t o invade,  it  only t akes a small  amount  of  ef fort  t o be rid of  i t .  It  is a 

biennial very easily ident if ied and pul led when t he second year plant s are f lowering in April / May.  If  
not  pul led,  each plant  wil l  scat t er hundreds t o t housands of  seeds lat er in t he season t hat  wil l  become 

f irst  year plant s t he next  year,  and also remain as viable seeds for several more years.  St urdy shoes,  

long pant s ,  long sleeves and work gloves are recommended.   Cold Spring Park deserves serious 
at t ent ion.  The weat her is supposed t o be sunny and pleasant  t emps,  and t he rains t his week wil l  have 

sof t ened t he soil  making GM even easier t han usual t o pul l .  Green seed pods are only now start ing t o 
appear on t he must ard,  so t here is st i l l  t ime.  

 
Meet / park at  t he Beacon St  side,  at  t he circular end of  t he parking lot .  We'l l  be working t here,  in t he 

meadow,  and hopeful ly at  t he end of  t he aqueduct  closest  t o Whole Foods.  People can cal l   617-721-
2571 if  t hey are lost .   Trip Leader:  Katherine Howard (617-527-1796 H,  617-721-2571 C).  

 
Sunday,  May 13,   8 am 

Annual Nahanton Park Mother’s Day Bird Walk 
 

Nahanton Park of fers a mix of  woodlands,  wet lands,  edge habit at  and meadows along 
t he Charles River,  making it  one of  t he best  birding spot s in Newton for bot h 

migratory and resident  songbirds.  Likely f inds include;  bright ly colored warblers,  
vireos,  and orioles wit h bluebirds,  scarlet  t anagers,  and swallows also expect ed.  Ent er 

t he park at  t he Nahanton St reet  ent rance next  t o t he river.  Parking is available inside 
t he park.  Bring binoculars if  you have t hem.  Beginners as wel l  as experienced birders 

are welcome. Boot s are recommended.   Walk wil l  be cancel led in st eady rain.  
Cosponsored wit h Friends of  Nahanton Park.   Trip Leaders are Alison Leary (617-821-

5619) and Haynes Mil ler.  
 

 
Saturday,   May 19,   8 am   (Rain Date,  Sunday,  May 20,  8 am) 

Bird Walk at Cold Spring Park 

This 67 acre parcel has ample wooded areas,  open f ields,  a brook and wet lands.  It  is 
one of  t he places in Newton where you may hear t he cal l  of  t he great -horned owl,  

and observe spect acular songbirds l ike t he rose breast ed grosbeak and t he indigo 
bunt ing.  Also f requent ly found at  t he park are many favorit e migrant s l ike t he red 

eyed vireo,  wood t hrush,  and a variet y of  wood warblers.  Bring binoculars if  you 
have t hem.  Beginners as wel l  as experienced birders are welcome.  Ent er t he park 

at  t he Beacon St reet  ent rance.  Turn lef t  and go t o t he far end of  t he parking lot  t o 
meet  group.    Trip leader is Pet e Gilmore (617-969-1513).  

 
 

Saturday,  May 19,  Sunday May 20  - 3 pm General Public 
Newton Community Farm's Seedling Sale 

303 Nahanton St,  Newton 
 

20,000 veget able and herb seedl ings for sale,  including a wide variet y of  each.  Come select  plant s for 

your backyard and t alk t o expert  gardeners who wil l  be on hand t o answer your quest ions.  $5 for a 
four or six pack of  seedl ings - cash or check only.  Bring your own boxes for carrying.  Invit e your 

family,  f r iends,  and neighbors!  For more info,  go t o Newt on Communit y Farm's websit e  - 
www.newt oncommunit yfarm.org.    Cost :  $5 per four or six pack.  Cash or checks only.   

 
 

Sunday,  May 20,   2 pm 

Canoe/ Kayak Trip at Nahanton Park 
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Join us for a canoe t rip f rom Charles River Canoe & Kayak’ s newest  locat ion in 
Nahanton Park on a 1 st ret ch of  t he Charles where paddlers can enj oy 13 miles of  

calm wat er f rom upst ream of  Dedham Ave in Needham t o Silk Mil l  Dam at  Newt on 
Upper Fal ls.    If  you have your own canoe or kayak,  you can put  it  in t he wat er 

f rom t his parking lot .   Dress appropriately.   A hat ,  sunscreen,  snacks and drinks 
are recommended t o bring along.  Thunderstorms wil l  cancel t he t rip.  Newton 

Conservat or members get  a 10% discount  on canoe & kayak rentals.  Meet  at  t he 

Nahanton St reet  ent rance next  t o t he river.  Parking is available inside t he park.  Co-sponsored wit h t he 
Friends of  Nahant on Park.   Trip leader is Bil l  Hagar (617-964-2644).  

 
 

 
Tuesday,  May 22,  7 pm 

Happy 10th Birthday,  Newton CPA! 

For Newton Centre,  Thompsonville,  and Chestnut Hill 

Bowen Elementary School,  280 Cypress Street  
 

How has Newt on used t he Communit y Preservat ion Act  so far?   How should we 
al locat e nearly $20 mil l ion over t he next  5 years?  Come t o a neighborhood 

birt hday part y.  Ref reshment s provided!   Enj oy a present at ion about  t he CPA & 
Newt on's past  proj ect s,  wit h hist oric neighborhood phot os & maps.  Share your 

priorit ies for fut ure funding.   Come to t his cont inuing series of  part ies in 
Newt on's neighborhoods celebrat ing 10 years of  t he Communit y Preservat ion 

Act .   
 

It  is not eworthy t hat  recent ly t he st at e House of  Represent at ives approved a signif icant  overhaul of  
t he CPA vot ing unanimously for an amendment  t o t he st at e budget  t hat  could double t he funding 

available t o cit ies and t owns.   In addit ion t he proposal would also al low cit ies and t owns t o use CPA 
funding t o rehabil i t at e exist ing parks,  playgrounds and at hlet ic f ields,  rat her t han only build new ones 

and gives communit ies f lexibil i t y t o use revenue sources ot her t han propert y t ax surcharge t o fund 

t heir communit y preservat ion account s.   The proposal is given a good chance of  reaching t he 
governor's desk - t here is a pending bil l  in t he st at e Senat e wit h 26 cosponsors,  enough t o assure 

passage if  i t  reaches t he Senat e f loor.   See Massachusetts House OKs major CPA changes (Gloucester 
Times, April 25, 2012). 
 
 

Sunday,  May 27  - 2 pm 

Hammond Pond Guided Nature Walk 

Newton’s Hammond Pond Reservation 
 
Uncover t he scient if ic breadt h behind t he "ordinary" part s of  nat ure in 

our communit y during a guided t our of  Newt on's Hammond Pond 
Reservat ion Sunday,  May 27t h.  Four Advanced Placement  Biology 

st udent s at  Newt on Nort h High School,  Hilary Brumberg,  Malini Gandhi,  
Yarden Gavish,  and Sej al Val labh,  wil l  explain t he biological 

signif icance of  many aspect s of  New England forest s.  
 

The t our,  which is open t o t he publ ic and is co-sponsored by t he Depart ment  of  Conservat ion and 

Recreat ion,  t he Newt on Conservators,  and t he Green Decade Newt on,  wil l  be approximat ely one hour 
long and include 14 unique st ops.  The t our wil l  begin wit h a brief  out l ine of  t he hist ory of  t he 

reservat ion.  Then t he t our wil l  st op at  a popular rock cl imbing dest inat ion on t he reservat ion,  which is 
comprised of  t he sedimentary rock Roxbury Conglomerat e.  The next  st ops wil l  face Hammond Pond,  

where visit ors wil l  learn about  t he t hreat  of  run-of f  on pond ecosyst ems,  seasonal pond t urnover,  and 
wet land plant s.  Visit ors wil l  t hen t est  t heir forensics skil ls by determining if  a nurse log was once 

present  and if  t rees were dead or al ive when t hey snapped.  At  t he f inal st ops,  t he t our guides wil l  
point  out  and explain t he signif icance of  peat  bogs,  l ichens,  bracken fungus,  and Japanese Knot weed 

invaders in a coniferous forest  ecosyst em.     
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The t our wil l  begin at  t he small  parking lot  of f  Hammond Pond Parkway adj acent  t o t he pond and 

wit hin view of  t he old Macy's.   Appropriat e ages:  Adult s and children 12 and older.   No preregist rat ion 
is necessary.   Cont act  t he t our guides at  HammondPondTour@gmail .com for quest ions.  Sponsored by 

Depart ment  of  Conservat ion and Recreat ion and t he Green Decade Newt on 
 
 
Saturday,  June 2,  12 Noon   (Rain Date,  Sunday,  June 3) 

Fern Walk in West Webster Woods 

It  wil l  not  yet  be summer,  but  t he ferns wil l  be up.   Join fern expert  Don Lubin on t he 
hunt  for a dozen or more common fern species and a club-moss if  we're lucky.   Wear 

long pant s for of f -t rail  excursions,  but  t he bugs should not  be bad yet ,  t he poison ivy 
avoidable,  and t he hike it self  fairly level for t he most  part .   Meet  at  t he rear parking 

lot  of  Congregat ion Mishkan Tef i la on t he west  side of  Hammond Pond Parkway j ust  
nort h of  t he Chest nut  Hil l  Mal l  (nort h side of  Rt  9).  Do not  park anywhere near t heir 

buildings,  but  cont inue beyond t o t he isolat ed lot  in t he woods in t he back.  We expect  
t he event  t o t ake about  two hours.  Bring fern quest ions f rom t he woods or f rom your garden,  and any 

fern f ronds you would l ike t o have ident i f ied.   Walk Leader is Don Lubin (617-254-
8464).   See  ht t p: / / nefern. info.  
 
 
Thursday,  June 21,  7 pm 

Birds,  Trees and their Ecological Interdependence 

Lecture by Brooks Mathewson,  Ecologist  and Photographer 

Newton Conservators Lecture Series (Copsonsored by the Newton Free Library) 

Druker Auditorium,  Newton Free Library 

Ecologist  and f ine art  phot ographer Brooks Mat hewson has been observing and 
phot ographing t he forest s,  beaver ponds,  salt  marshes,  and barrier beaches of  

New England for more t han a decade.   In his work Brooks seeks t o capt ure t he 
emot ions t hese places evoke while conveying st at ement s about  t heir ecology and 

in t he process creat e an inspirat ional art ist ic image.   In t his present at ion,  he wil l  
i l lust rat e t he connect ions bet ween avian and plant  l i fe,  part icularly t he way birds 

depend on t rees.   Brooks holds a Mast er’ s Degree in Liberal 

Art s wit h a concent rat ion in Biology and a Mast er’ s Degree 
in Forest  Science f rom Harvard 

Universit y.   Brooks’   research has been publ ished in peer-
reviewed scient if ic j ournals,  and he has lect ured on songbird migrat ion,  

breeding bird biology,  warbler ecology,  and forest  ecology at  Harvard Forest ,  t he 
Arnold Arboret um,  Holy Cross,  t he Boston Nat ure Cent er,  t he Newt on Free 

Library,  and Ninigret  and Sachuest  Nat ional Wildl ife Refuges.   His phot ography 
has been publ ished in magazines,  scient if ic j ournals,  t ext books,  and f ield guides,  

and exhibit ed and sold at  gal leries,  museums,  Audubon Sanct uaries,  and Nat ional 
Wildl ife Refuges t hroughout  New England.   His work is a part  of  t he "Avif lora" 

phot ography exhibit  on display at  t he Hunnewell  Building (Arnold Arboret um 
t hrough March 11,  2012.    Visit  ht t p: / / avianart images.com/  t o see examples of  Brooks’  avian 

phot ographic work,  part icularly t he new Birdwat cher’ s Calendar which we hope t o make available 
soon on our websit e.    

 

 

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act is endangered! 

 
There is current ly an  ef fort  t o gut  t he ef fect iveness of  t he Massachuset t s Endangered Species Act  

(MESA),  which prot ect s MA rare and endangered plant s and animals.   The legislat ion,  An Act  Relat ive 
t o Land Takings (Senat e Bil l  1854 f i led by Senat or Candaras,  D-Springf ield) is before t he Joint  
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Commit t ee on Environment ,  Nat ural Resources and Agricult ure.  Mass Audubon is leading t he ef fort  on 

behalf  of  environment al groups t o st op t he bil l  r ight  now.   Environment ,  Nat ural Resources and 
Agricult ure Commit t ee Chairs,  Represent at ive Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) and Senat or Marc Pacheco (D-

Taunt on),  are considering revisions t o t he Massachuset t s Endangered Species Act .  CRWA opposes 
changes t o t he act .    See t he Mass Audubon fol lowing l ink for more info 

:   ht t p: / / www.massaudubon.org/ advocacy/ roundup_archive.php?id=295 

 

 

 
Time to Get Your Garlic Mustard Out 
by Katherine Howard 

 
Here,  t here,  and everywhere - garl ic 

must ard is blooming now - early wit h t he 
mild wint er - get  it  out  NOW, before it  

goes t o seed.   St art  in your yard,  and 
move out ward f rom t here!  

 
Garl ic must ard is an edible plant  f rom 

Europe - but  in t his count ry,  it  is an 

invader wit h no nat ural cont rols.   It  
rapidly covers vast  areas,  shades out  

nat ive plant s,  al t ers soil  chemist ry t o 
inhibit  growth of  compet it or plant s,  and 

dest roys habit at  of  nat ive 
insect s/ but t erf l ies.  It  is a huge problem 

in ot her part s of  t he 
count ry.   Fort unat ely,  in areas where it  is 

j ust  st art ing,  it  is easy t o get  rid of  it .    It  
is a biennial,  easily ident if ied and pul led 

in April / May when t he second year plant s 
are f lowering.   If  not  removed,  each plant  

wil l  scat t er hundreds t o t housands of  
seeds.   See 

ht t p: / / www. invasivespeciesinfo.gov/ plant s/ garl icmust ard.sht ml 
 

Pul l  t he plant s NOW by t heir root s,  insert  int o plast ic t rash bag and dispose in your TRASH (NOT wit h 
yard wast e or compost  - t he seeds are st i l l  viable and can spread).  Keep checking - plant s can spring 

up lat er and produce seeds.   These ef fort s are very ef fect ive - t here is l i t t le regrowt h.   We can al l  
help t o keep Newt on's natural areas beaut iful  and places where nat ive plant s,  insect s and wildl ife can 

survive and t hrive.  
 

Check out  t he Wisconsin Depart ment  of  Nat ural Resources websit e at  

ht t p: / / dnr.wi.gov/ invasives/ fact / garl ic.ht m  for a nice f lyer on Garl ic Must ard which includes a PDF 
t hat  could even be handed out  t o your neighbors who have it  in t heir yard t o alert  t hem t o t he danger.

  

 

 
KEEP WILDLIFE WILD,  LEAVE YOUNG WILDLIFE ALONE 

(Court esy of  Mass Wildl ife) 
 

The arrival of  spring means t he arrival of  newborn and j ust -hat ched wildl ife.  These youngst ers soon 
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vent ure int o t he world on shaky legs or f ragile wings and are discovered by people l iving,  playing or 

working nearby.  Every year,  t he l ives of  many young wild creat ures are dist urbed by people who t ake 
young wildl ife f rom t he wild in a wel l-int ent ioned at t empt  t o "save" t hem.  

These wel l-meant  act s of  kindness t end t o have t he opposit e result .  Inst ead of  being lef t  t o learn t heir 
place in t he world,  young wildl ife removed f rom t he wild are denied import ant  nat ural learning 

experiences which help t hem survive on t heir own.  
 

Most  people quickly f ind t hat  t hey can't  real ly care for young wildl ife,  and many of  t he animals soon 

die in t he hands of  wel l-meaning people.  Young wildl ife t hat  does survive human "assist ance" miss 
experiences t hat  t each t hem t o fend for t hemselves.  If  t hese animals are released back int o t he wild,  

t heir chances of  survival are reduced.  Of t en,  t he care given t o young wildl ife result s in some 
at t achment  t o humans and t he animals may ret urn t o places where people l ive,  only t o be at t acked by 

domest ic animals or hit  by cars.  Some animals become nuisances and people have even been inj ured 
by once-t amed wildl ife.  

 
Avoid t hese problems by fol lowing one simple rule when coming upon young wildl ife:  If  You Care,  

Leave Them There!  It  may be dif f icult  t o do,  but  t his is a real act  of  compassion.  General ly young 
mammals are visit ed only a few t imes a day t o avoid leaving t races t hat  at t ract  predat ors.  For 

inst ance,  a nest  of  bunnies wil l  only be visit ed by t he adult  female t wice per day.  The young wildl ife 
are quit e safe when lef t  alone because t heir color pat t erns and lack of  scent  help t hem remain 

undet ect ed.  Avoid nest  and den areas of  young wildl ife and rest rain al l  pet s.  What  if  you f ind a young 
bird t hat  has fal len f rom a nest ? Adult  wildl ife are not  dist urbed by human scent .  Baby birds found on 

t he ground may be safely picked up and placed in a nearby bush or t ree.  
  

 
 

Newton Conservators Sponsors 

 
The Newt on Conservat ors appreciat e t he generous cont ribut ions of  our sponsors and 

f riends on t he occasion of  our annual dinner.   We are indebt ed for t heir cont ribut ions,  
which wil l  help t o def ray land acquisit ion and ot her cost s.  
 
Sponsors 

 
   An Anonymous Friend 

   Byggmeister 
   Charles River Canoe and Kayak 

   Chestnut Hill Garden Club 

   Kevin Newman Landscape & Tree,  Inc.  

   Shaevel and Krems,  LLP 

   The Village Bank 

 

    

 Friends 

 

   Lucy and Tom Stair 

   Alderman Ruthannne Fuller 
 

 

  

 

Newton Conservators e-Bulletin 
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This e-Bul let in is a service of  t he Newton Conservators,  Newton's open space advocat es since 1961.  If  

you wish t o subscribe,  j ust  send a not e wit h your request  t o subscribe t o t he Newt on Conservators e-
Bul let in t o dolanpond@aol.com or email l ist @newtonconservators.org.  The current  edit ion of  our paper 

newslet t er (for t hose who don't  receive it  in t he mail) can be easily downloaded in PDF form at  
ht t p: / / www.newt onconservators.org/ newslet t ers/ .  Event  l ist ings for our e-Bullet in can be sent  t o 

dolanpond@aol.com. 
 

Did you know t hat  you can Join t he Newt on Conservat ors onl ine.  And consider a gif t  

membership for a conservat ion-minded f riend (new members get  a t rail  guide as wel l)!  
Visit  ht t p: / / www.newt onconservat ors.org/ membership.ht m for det ails on 

membership opt ions.  Did you know t hat  you can regist er and pay for membership,  
event s,  buy a copy of  our Almanac or newly revised Trail  Guide,  or make a donat ion t o 

t he Newt on Conservators onl ine? 
 

 
   

Mission: The Newton Conservat ors promotes t he prot ect ion and preservat ion of  nat ural  areas, 
including parks, playgrounds, forest s and st reams, which are open or may be converted t o open space 
for t he enj oyment  and benef it  of  t he people of  Newt on. It  furt her aims t o disseminate informat ion 
about  t hese and ot her environment al  mat ters. A primary goal is t o fost er t he acquisit ion of  land, 
buildings and ot her faci l i t ies t o be used for t he encouragement  of  scient if ic, educat ional , 
recreat ional, l i t erary and ot her publ ic pursuit s t hat  wil l  promote good cit izenship and t he general 
welfare of  t he people of  our communit y.  
 

The Newt on Conservat ors organizat ion was formed as a not -for-prof it  50 years ago in June 1961.  
 
- E-Bulletin Editor Ted Kuklinski, Newton Conservators (dolanpond@aol.com) 

  

   

  

  

 
 
 

Click to view this email in a browser  
 
If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the following link: Unsubscribe 

 

Click here to forw ard this em ail to a fr iend   

 
Newton Conservators 
PO Box 590011 
Newton, Massachusetts 02459 
US 

Read the VerticalResponse marketing policy.  
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