iNaturalist: Sharing Nature

or Newton Conservators and other nature lovers,

the iNaturalist phone app has much to offer. Begun

as a Master’s final project at Berkeley School of
Information in 2008, iNaturalist has blossomed into an
important initiative of the California Academy of Sciences
in 2014, joined in 2017 by National Geographic. For those
of us who like to pester our walking companions with
questions about the name of this tree or that plant or this
animal, iNaturalist has come to our rescue.

Equipped with an
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the App Store, where
you can download
iNaturalist for free.
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Want to verify the invasive plant you are hoping to
eradicate? Go to iNaturalist. Want to make sure you can
distinguish twice-cut, thrice-cut ferns in your back yard?
Double check it with the iNaturalist experts from around
the world (including Don Lubin, who leads fern walks for
the Newton Conservators and participates in iNaturalist).
Your encounters with nature will never be the same. ¢

What Are Observations?

An observation records an encounter with an individual organism at a particular time and location. This
includes encounters with signs of organisms like tracks, nests, or things that just died. When you make an
observation, you'll record:

What you saw

Choose a group of organisms like
butterflies or better yet a specific
organism like the Monarch butterfly.

If you provide evidence you can leave
this blank and the community can help

Who you are

You'll need to make an
iNaturalist account and
please only post your
own personal
observations

Where you saw it
Record both the
coordinates of the
encounter as well as
their accuracy. You
can obscure the
location from the
public

When you saw it
Record the date of
your encounter, not
the date you post it
to iNaturalist

Evidence of what you saw

By including evidence like a photo or sound, the
community can help add, improve, or confirm
the identification of the organism you
encountered. Help the community by taking
clear well framed photos, by including multiple
photos from different angles

+¢ Ken Mallory
o ATET Wi-FI = SN PM + 93% -
£ Back Tree of heaven E! "
Tree of heaven

Allanthus aftissima

Ailanthus altissima fer'leenBas seltzsima/,
commonly known as tree of heaven, ailanthus,
or in Standard Chinese as chouchun (Chinese:
SU1B; pinyin: chbuchin; literally: “foul smelling
tree”), is a deci tree in the Si

family. It is native to both nertheast and central
China, as well as Taiwan. Unlike other members
of the genus Ailanthus, it is found in temperate
climates rather than the tropics. The tree grows
rapidly and is capable of reaching heights of 15
matres... (Source: Wikipedia)
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More Info on iNaturalist.org
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