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Newton Conservators

E-Bulletin 
Thursday, October 10, 2019

  ... Newton's land trust working to preserve open space since 1961

 

Webster Woods!
This has been a very important week for open space in Newton with Mayor Fuller's announcement
on Monday about the city's intentions on acquiring Webster Woods by eminent domain if necessary
with Community Preservation Act Funding.  On October 7th, Newton Mayor Ruthanne Fuller filed a
proposal with the Newton Community Preservation Committee (CPC) to authorize the issuance of
$15.2 million in bonds for the purchase of 17.4 acres of land in Webster Woods.  Mayor Fuller will
be addressing the CPC this evening at 7 pm in the City Council chambers - stop by to hear the most
up to date information on this development!

Read the Mayor’s statement
Read the full CPC proposal
Newton Conservators enthusiastically supports this proposal
Read the Mayor’s prior announcement of her plan
Learn more about saving the woods
Take a walk in Webster Woods with three scheduled Conservators walks
Support the Friends of Webster Woods

The CPC will be holding a public hearing on the proposal at 7pm on Wednesday, November 6th, in
the City Council Chamber in City Hall.  To support the proposal, you can:

Attend the public hearing
Testify at the public hearing
Send your comments to the CPC no later than October 25th by sending an email
to aingerson@newtonma.gov

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/9aafa6c339/BlobID=99407
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/0018783f7b/BlobID=99402
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/9542edc430
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/a53e1de131
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/6479f1b74e
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/60e7841485
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/4b8a6f1a31
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/3761bfcf22
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/01daf1d21e
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/5e270d3ce2
mailto:aingerson@newtonma.gov
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Write to members of the City Council and urge them to support the proposal, including the
use of eminent domain if it is necessary.  
Sign the Friends of Webster Woods petition to save Webster Woods

Be sure to read City Council members and candidates’ responses to a questionairre from the
Newton Conservators about open space issues including Webster Woods
at  https://newtonconservators.org/questions-for-city-council-candidates-2019/.  Come to
"Saturday Night at the Races" to meet candidates in person on Nov 2.  

Below is our updated list of Fall events!  You will find Newton Conservators outdoor activities
including a walk along the Aqueducts in Newton, bird walks, a geology walk, as well as three
additional walks in Webster Woods. Please come by our booth at the annual Harvest Fair on Oct 20
and maybe pick up a "Save Webster Woods" lawn sign.  Also keep up to date on NewCAL with
upcoming public meetings listed below and our website.  The most recent Newton Conservators
Newsletter is available on our website (https://newtonconservators.org/newsletters/).  Hoping to
see you out and about in Newton this Fall!
 

Upcoming Events

Thursday, October 10, 
Coommunity Preservatio Committee Meeting
Webster Woods Update from Mayor Fuller - 7 to 7:20 pm
Roverside Greenway - Pigeon Hill Trail -  7:20 pm
Newton City Hall - City Council Chambers
https://newtonconservators.org/events/webster-woods-update-from-mayor-fuller/

On October 7th, Newton Mayor Ruthanne Fuller filed a proposal with the Newton Community
Preservation Committee (CPC) to authorize the issuance of $15.2 million in bonds for the purchase
of 17.4 acres of land in Webster Woods. 

You can read the Mayor's statement here:
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/99407.

Read the full CPC proposal at
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/99402.  

After the Mayor's presentation, the CPC may ask some questions about the proposal.  The CPC will
be holding a public hearing on the proposal at 7pm on Wednesday, November 6th, in the City
Council Chamber in City Hall. 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/17dc9b5d57
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/054a9c45ea
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/d8b803faca
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/04bb043761
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/408ba5d7de
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/d69e972229
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/051fc53142
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/9fe2efc08d
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/54ea5cf7b0
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Following the Webster Woods presentation, there will be a public hearing on the Riverside
Greenway - Pigeon Hill Trail project for recreation land rehabilition and improvements.  $50K from
CPC is being requestied toward the $212K cost of 100% design.  The project was submitted by the
Riverside Greenway Working Group with fiscal sponsorship from the Newton Conservators. Info on
this project can be found at

http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/planning/cpa/projects/charlesriver.asp#Pigeon-Hill

Saturday, October 12,  8 am - 12 pm
Brookline Bird Club Walk in Nahanton Park
Nahanton Park - WInchester Street Lot
https://newtonconservators.org/events/brookline-bird-club-bird-walk-in-nahanton-park/

We will search for sparrows and other fall migrants at Nahanton Park and
another location to be determined nearer the date of the trip.  The leader
is Linda Ferraresso.  More information can be found at
https://www.brooklinebirdclub.org/tripevent/nahanton-park-newton-and-
other-nearby-locations-2/

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/3f1b29d6bc
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/21b2631f6f
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/442c1989ec
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Saturday, October 12, 1 pm to 3 pm
Preparing for the Winter in Webster Woods
Webster Conservation Area - Warren Street Entrance (56 Warren St)
https://newtonconservators.org/events/preparing-for-the-winter-in-webster-woods/

Autumn is upon us and the great bird and monarch butterfly migrations
are in full wing, but most living things in our local forests and wetlands
stay right here in Newton throughout the winter months.  Join a
Newton Conservators outing in Webster Woods and learn how
salamanders and other local amphibians plus turtles, butterflies, tiny
kinglet birds, bees, wasps, and many other creatures prepare for and
survive a New England winter.  Tour leader is Eric Olson, a senior
lecturer at Brandeis University, who has a PhD in evolutionary biology
and ecology. Walk cell phone: 617-872-9928.  Meet at the end of
Warren Street.  Please park up Warren a few houses (in the address

range 40 to 56 Warren), so as not to clog the end of this small dead end street.

Wednesday, October 16,  5 pm - 7 pm
Concert and Picnic at Newton Community Farm
Newton Community Farm, 655 Winchester Street, Newton
https://newtonconservators.org/events/concert-and-picnic-at-newton-community-farm/

Enjoy live music from local band, the Circuit Breakers, and good company to
celebrate the bounty of the harvest at the end of the season concert picnic
night at Newton Community Farm. Bring a picnic dinner and a blanket, enjoy
the music, connect with old friends and make new ones as we gather to
celebrate the bounty of the harvest! More information: 
https://newtoncommunityfarm.org/education/adult-programs/#concert-
picnics

Saturday, October 19 at 8:00 am
Fall Bird Walk at Cold Spring Park
Cold Spring Park, Beacon Street Parking Lot Circle
https://newtonconservators.org/events/cold-spring-park-bird-walk/

Fall is an excellent time to look for birds. Take an easy walk on
fairly fat woodland trails to look for fall migrants like warblers and
vireos as well as early winter birds such as White-throated Sparrows
and our resident birds such as Northern Cardinals.  Park at the
Beacon St. parking lot and meet at the circle. Bring binoculars if
you have them. Beginners as well as experienced birders are
welcome. Boots are recommended. If in doubt about the weather,

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/aa51fc77f6
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/34124d6101
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/5d09e96a2b
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/540c1ee0b6
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please call.  This walk is cosponsored by the Brookline Bird Club,  Trip Leader is Newton
Conservators board member and frquent newsletter contributor Pete Gilmore (617-610-2477).

Saturday, October 19,  1 pm
Fall Tree Tour at Newton Cemetery
Newton Cemetery and Arboretum
https://www.newcemcorp.org/news-events 

Enjoy a tour with Newton Cemetery arborist Julie Clements
as she guides a tour showcasing the interesting variety of
Fall colors. The tour will take place rain or shine.
Comfortable walking shoes, water, a camera and plenty of
questions are recommended. The tour will last
approximately 90 minutes. Meet just inside the main gate in
front of the office. Parking is available on the Cemetery
roads or in the chapel parking lot. For more information, call

617-332-0047 or email fonc@newcemcorp.org.  Newton Cemetery is an accredited Arboretum with
the Morton Register of Arboreta.  The tour is free and open to all.  Suggested Donation: $10
Donations to the Friends of Newton Cemetery are welcome and support arboretum education and
care.

Sunday, October 20,  10 am to 4:30 pm
Green Expo 2019 / Harvest Fair 
Newton Centre Green, Langley Road and Centre Street
https://www.newtoncommunitypride.org/harvest-fair.html

Visit the Newton Conservators Booth at the
Annual Green Expo and Newton Harvest Fair in
Newton Center.  It's a great way to have a fun

time on a nice autumn afternoon. Look for fun kid's activiites at many of the booths in the Green
Expo.  Kids can learn about Monarch Butterflies and Yellow Spotted Salamanders with free coloring
pages and information. We will have the latest on Webster Woods and you can even pick up a free
"Save Webster Woods" yard sign at our booth.  The Harvest Fair will feature music and
entertainment on two stages, food trucks, free pumpkin decorating, crafts, and kiddie amusement
rides.

Sunday, Oct. 20 at 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Newton Aqueducts Hike
Starbucks Coffee Shop, 474 Woodward Stree, Waban
https://newtonconservators.org/events/newton-aqueducts-hike-2/

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/cb187bc176
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/9706850781
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/3c3868ca44
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Join a fve-mile hike through woods, meadows, and felds along the
Newton sections of the Sudbury and Cochituate aqueducts. This is a
steady but not fast hike. Participants should be in sufciently good
shape to keep up with the group (there are cutofs for those who wish
to shorten the hike). Meet in front of the Starbucks cofee shop near
the Waban MBTA station. Trip Leader: Henry Finch (617-964-4488)

Thursday, October 24,  7 pm to 9 pm
NewCAL Community Meeting
Newton Education Center, 100 Walnut Street
https://newtonconservators.org/events/newcal-community-meeting-3/

The City of Newton will be holding a community meeting in Room 111 of the
Education Center to discuss the proposed Newton Center For Active Living, or
NewCAL.  Innformation about the meeting and the project is available on the
NewCAL website.  Read the Newton Conservators position on the siting of
NewCAL.  

Saturday, Oct. 26, 9:00 am - noon
Bedrock Geology of Newton and Environs
Hammond Pond Reservatrion, 323 Hammond Pond Parkway
https://newtonconservators.org/events/bedrock-geology-of-newton-and-adjacent-areas/

The bedrock geology of the Newton area tells a fascinating story of a
time about 585 million years ago when Newton was part of the great
southern continent of Gondwana and not far from the south pole. The
rocks record a history of great volcanic eruptions and sedimentary
basin deposits (the famous puddingstone!) in areas between the
volcanoes. Join us and learn a bit about how the rocks tell us their
story. This trip will not be one of the usual Conservator “walks” since
we will need to carpool to diferent sites in and around Newton to see
the diferent rock types. If there is time and interest, we may choose to
go a bit beyond Newton to view rocks withn a volcanic caldera from

that time. Meet in the parking lot at the entrance to the Hammond Pond
MDC Reservation area-east, at the west end of Hammond Pond of of
Hammond Pond Parkway near Rt. 9, behind “The Street” complex — near
the movie theatre (see Newton Conservators’ Walking Trail Guide, pg.
35).We will frst visit rocks in the woods near here, then carpool to the
other exposures. Trip will about 3 hours. If there is moderate rain or worse,
the trip will be cancelled. You can call the leader the evening before if in
doubt. Most stops are close to a road, but at one stop we will walk a few
hundred yards into the woods, and there is a bit of scrambling to reach the exposure. Trip Leader:

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/ea846020bc
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/ffd16b2010
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/afc67308d2
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/f6966e85c5
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Chris Hepburn (617-964-1137)

Saturday, October 26, 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm
Autumn Comes to Webster Woods
Webster Conservation Area - Warren Street Entrance (56 Warren St)
https://newtonconservators.org/events/autumn-comes-to-webster-woods/

Autumn is time for fall foliage in New England. Learn why leaves
change color and drop off in October, and how climate change is
altering the season. We might even see beautiful witch hazel flowers,
the last plant to flower. We will also discuss past land use, and current
efforts to protect Webster Woods.  Tour leader is Richard Primack,
Botany Professor at BU, Cell phone: 857-636-8378.  Meet at the end of
Warren Street.  Please park up Warren a few houses (in the address
range 40 to 56 Warren), so as not to clog the end of this small dead
end street.

Sunday, October 27, 3:30 pm
Halloween Tour of East Parish Burying Ground
Corner of Cotton and Centre Streets
http://www.newtonma.gov/gov/historic/events/walking.asp

Who says cemeteries have to be spooky? Newton’s oldest cemetery,
the East Parish Burying Ground, dates back to 1660 and serves as
the resting place of Newton’s founding families. Learn about
Newton’s history and explore this community resource as an
educator from Historic Newton guides you in this special tour of the
art of remembrance, and life and death in Newton. Hear the stories
of those memorialized and consider the lives and deaths of those
whose final resting places are unmarked.  Location: Meet at the

corner of Cotton and Centre Streets; park on Cotton Street.  Sponsored by Historic Newton

Thursday, October 31
Deadline to Apply for a Newton Conservators Grant
https://newtonconservators.org/events/deadline-to-apply-for-a-newton-conservators-grant/

The Newton Conservators provides grants to Newton’s schools,
educational institutions, groups, and institutions for the
purpose of fostering its mission.  October 31st is the deadline
to apply for a grant this fall. Learn more: 
https://newtonconservators.org/grants-program/

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/37ceac5c33
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/d7989c54a5
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/a3261091aa
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/32c3d9979a
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Saturday, November 2, 1 pm,  Rain Date: Sunday, November 3, 1 pm
Webster Woods Trail System
The Shops at Chestnut Hill - Rear Parking Lot (404 Hammond Pond Parkway)
https://newtonconservators.org/events/a-walk-in-webster-woods/

Newton Mayor Ruthanne Fuller has proposed that the
City acquire and preserve 17.4 acres of Webster
Woods, a portion of the land now owned by Boston
College. Join us for a 1.5 mile walk in the woods that
will explore the trail system that connects the land
Boston College purchased three years ago with
conservation land owned by the City and by the state
Department of Conservation ad Recreation.  While the
trees are still putting on their annual show of fall
color, we’ll visit scenic features of the woods,
including Bare Pond, Gooch’s Cave, and Cake Rock. 
This walk will be led by Dan Brody, who is a member
of the Newton Community Preservation Committee
and a Newton Conservators director.  Please note the
meeting location:  the rear parking lot of The Shops at
Chestnut Hill.  At the traffic light on Hammond Pond
Parkway 1/4 mile north of Route 9, turn into the
driveway for the Shops at Chestnut Hill.  Turn left
twice to enter the rear parking lot. Park in the section
of the lot the farthest away from the parking garage. 
(Do not park in the Boston College parking lots
adjacent to the former temple building.)

Saturday, November 2,  5 pm to 7 pm
Saturday Night at the Races
Newton City Hall - War Memorial Auditorium
https://newtonconservators.org/events/candidate-event-co-sponsored-by-newton-
conservators/

It’s Saturday Night at the Races!! Learn what Newton's City Council candidates want to do for you
about open space, local traffic, housing, climate change and more.  No speeches or debates, just
conversations with candidates running for Ward and Citywide Council seats in ALL races, contested
and uncontested. Saturday Night at the Races is a drop-in event, free and open to the public.  This
event is co-sponsored by the Newton Conservators along with the League of Women Voters of
Newton, Green Newton, Livable Newton, Mothers Out Front, Newton Council on Aging and the
Newton-Needham Regional Chamber. Questions?   Please e-mail
info@lwvnewton.org.  Remember….think global, vote local on November 5th.  This is a great
opportunity to come and speak with our candidates.  Read the

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/d5dbb3c150
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/f11075e73d
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candidates’ responses to questions from the Newton Conservators
about open space issues at https://newtonconservators.org/questions-
for-city-council-candidates-2019/.  Get out and vote on TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 5, 2019!

Wednesday, November 6
Community Preservation Committee - Public Hearing on
Webster Woods
Newton City Hall - City Council Chambers
https://newtonconservators.org/events/community-preservation-committee-public-hearing-on-
webster-woods/

The Newton Community Preservation Committee (CPC) will
consider the proposal to authorize the issuance of $15.2 million in
bonds for the purchase of 17.4 acres of land in Webster Woods. 
You can read the Mayor's statement at
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/99407
and read the full CPC proposal at
http://www.newtonma.gov/civicax/filebank/documents/99402. 
This will be a public hearing on the proposal and you are

encouraged to attend to voice your support for the acquisition.  Written comments or questions for
forwarding to the CPC in advance of the November 6 public hearing must be received by Friday, 25
October 2019. Please email comments and questions to aingerson@newtonma.gov. If you cannot
meet the October 25 deadline but also cannot attend the hearing in person, please contact
program manager Alice Ingerson for assistance. 

Tuesday, November 12, 7 pm
Community Preservation Committee - Public meeting on Webster Woods
Newton City Hall - Room 204
https://newtonconservators.org/events/community-preservation-committee-public-hearing-on-
webster-woods/

This meeting's only agenda item will be CPC deliberations on the
Webster Woods funding proposal. To preserve the confidentiality
of some supporting information for the proposal, the CPC may
conduct a portion of these deliberations in an executive session,
which would be closed to the public. However, this meeting will
open as a public session, and the CPC will return to a public
session for any funding vote(s).

Monday, November 25,  7 pm - 8:30 pm

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/b2e06b523f
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/0f61ec3892
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/6295fa25b8
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/9e5f11abff
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Cold Spring Park Talk
Newton Free Library - 330 Homer Street
https://newtonconservators.org/events/cold-spring-park-talk/

Newton resident Alan Nogee will talk about the history and ecology of
Newton’s beloved Cold Spring Park at this event, sponsored by Green
Newton. More information: 
https://www.greennewton.org/event/cold-spring-park-talk/  Also see
the Friends of Cold Spring Park Facebook page.
 

Fall Newsletter - 2019
 

Our Newton Conservators Summer Newsletter is now available online
at https://newtonconservators.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Newsletter-2019-Fall.pdf  and all
other issues are on our Newsletter page at https://newtonconservators.org/newsletters/.

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/ff39715e22
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/9fd1435bda
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Check out the interesting articles in this issue:

 

Beavers Part II: The Penultimate Eco-Engineer
President’s Message
iNaturalist: Sharing Nature
A Fable: A Story of Nature in Your Own Backyard
Support the Newton Conservators through your IRA
Fall 2019 Walks
Fall 2019 Invasive Plant Sessions

 

Membership & Publications!

Did you know that you can Join the Newton Conservators online. And consider a gift membership
for a conservation-minded friend. New members get a trail guide as well!

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/1e9c495f24
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/8ef9617268
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/31d97e3495
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/24a23bc455
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/5624d88b32
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/1af0ad5ff7
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/7ebcfad252
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Visit https://newtonconservators.org/membership/ for details on
membership options. Did you know that you can register and pay
for membership, events, buy a copy of our Almanac or newly
revised Trail Guide, or make a donation to the Newton
Conservators online?  The Trail Guides and Almanac are also
available at your local Newton Bookstores.  Shop Local!  Our Trail
Guide and Almana make great holiday gifts!

Mission: The Newton Conservators promotes the protection and
preservation of natural areas, including parks, playgrounds, forests and streams,

which are open or may be converted to open space for the enjoyment and benefit of the people of
Newton. It further aims to disseminate information about these and other environmental matters.
A primary goal is to foster the acquisition of land, buildings and other facilities to be used for the
encouragement of scientific, educational, recreational, literary and other public pursuits that will
promote good citizenship and the general welfare of the people of our community.

The Newton Conservators organization was formed as a not-for-profit  in June 1961.

- E-Bulletin Editor Ted Kuklinski, Newton Conservators (ebulletin@newtonconservators.org)

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewtonConservators/f08044566e/cf71fc21c2/76490d1fdf
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