» Black Swallow-wort Alert «

Please be on the lookout for the black swallow-wort (BSW) vine. It's a non-native
invader now infesting Newton. You'll find it in many of your yards and hiding in
hedges and shrubs. It reduces biodiversity and degrades our local environment,
and, sadly, is fatal to monarch butterflies. Starting in late summer, the large seed
pods will open, and the wind will disperse the seeds on white fluffy fibers to
make the infestation even worse.

The BSW vine has blue-green glossy, opposite leaves, small purple flowers, and
large seed pods that hang down like pea pods. (See our website for many other
photos.)

You can dig it up, cut it down, or just pull off the seed pods to prevent further
spread. Put everything into a bag and into your trash, not into yard waste, to
avoid further spread.

For more photos and information about this and other common invasive species
in Newton, see the invasive plant information on our website (listed under Re-
sources), such as this link for BSW: https://newtonconservators.org/black-swallow-wort/

Newton Conservators conducts many work sessions in spring and fall to protect Newton’s open spaces and manage
invasive species. We are now getting fall sessions underway. If you would like to be on the email list for notices of our
group activities, please email Invasives@newtonconservators.org. Thank you!

Do You Use Amazon for Purchases for your Home or Business?

L8 As explained in past newsletters, Amazon Smile is a program through which Amazon
a[“"a/zonsE ni Le donates 0.5% of most purchases (yes, $5 of every $1000) to a nonprofit (501¢3)

organization of your choice (the Newton Conservators, we hope!).

How does one use Amazon Smile? Instead of going to Amazon.com, you go to Smile.amazon.com. On your first visit,
you will be asked to choose a nonprofit organization to receive the bonus donation. Enter “Newton Conservators,” and
you are ready to go.The rest of your shopping proceeds exactly the same as if you had logged in to Amazon.com initially.

Even with relatively few members using the program so far, the rewards have grown. For the first quarter
we participated in 2014, we received $22.32. In 2018, we received $171.04, and it has now grown to $100 per
quarter.

If you have any further questions about the program, check the FAQ page: http://smile.amazon.com/about.

i RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN TODAY!

YES, count me in! | want to be a nature steward and help Newton Conservators protect and preserve the natural areas in our community.

Please renew/accept my tax-deductible membership at the level checked below: Want to make an even bigger impact?
. . . ) Help us support these special funds:
O $250 Directors’ Circle 0O $50 Family Membership ]
o ) Woodcock Meadow $ Trails Fund $__

O $125 Patron O $35 Individual Membership

_ Ordway Endowment Fund $
O $100 Donor O $15 Student Membership Land Stewardship Areas Other
O $75 Sustaining Member O Additional Contribution $ $
Memberships run for the calendar year. All new members receive Walking Trails in Newton'’s Parks and Conservation Lands.
NAME EMAIL O | would like to volunteer!
ADDRESS P Please email me.

Please make checks payable to Newton Conservators, Inc. and send to P.O. Box 590011, Newton Centre, MA 02459, or visit newtonconservators.org/membership/ to
renew or join online. Consider including Newton Conservators in your estate planning. Contact us at president@NewtonConservators.org.
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