
• Newton Community Pollinator Project

• Newton Conservators

• Newton Parks Recreation and Culture Department

• Green Newton

• Friends of Cold Spring Park

• Friends of Wellington Park

• Mothers Out Front – Newton

• Newton Cemetery & Arboretum

Thanks to our cosponsors for supporting this 
2nd Annual 2024 Newton Pollinator Garden Tour:
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https://www.facebook.com/NewtonCommunityPollinatorProject/
https://newtonconservators.org/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/parks-recreation-culture
https://greennewton.org/
https://coldspringpark.org/
https://sites.google.com/wellingtonpark.org/friends-of-wellington-park/
https://www.facebook.com/NewtonMOF/
https://www.newcemcorp.org/
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Newton Pollinator Garden Tour 

Map

September 14, 2024, 1-4 pm

NORTH SECTION

Northgate/ Southgate Park
Traffic Island
(non hosted)

4 Brookside Ave
NHA Community Center

Garden

15 Roberts Ave
Emily’s Garden

Kilburn Rd
Wellington Park

370 Cherry St
Jenny’s Garden

non hosted

24 Henshaw Ter
Henshaw Haven

18 Lindbergh Ave
Meg’s Garden

non hosted

101 River St
Galli Family Garden

West Newton 

Locations
Newtonville

Locations

Look for this 

sign at most 

locations!
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Newton Pollinator Garden Tour Map

September 14, 2024, 1-4 pm

SOUTH SECTION

City Hall Dr
City Hall

330 Homer St
Library

32 Garland Rd
Jon’s Garden

11 Homer St
Trinity Parish

791 Walnut St
Newton Cemetery

1200 Beacon St
Cold Spring Park

48 Kingston Rd
Alan Nogee

4 – 5:30 pm only
54 Lincoln Street 

Newton Highlands
Congregational Church

Newton Center Locations

Newton Highlands 

Locations

https://newtonconservators.org/events/second-annual-newton-pollinator-garden-tour/
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West Newton Pollinator Tour Gardens

24 Henshaw Terrace
Henshaw Haven

18 Lindbergh Avenue
Meg & Peter’s Garden

Northgate / Southgate 
Park Island

101 River Street
Galli Family Garden 370 Cherry Street

Jenny’s Garden

Wellington Park
Main Bed Wellington Park

Tennis Court Bed

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

NON-
HOSTED

HOSTED
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Kilburn Road, West Newton
 Wellington Park (Main Bed)

Hosts: Ann Dorfman, Cathy Lee

Continued next page 6



• Hosts will be onsite for the tour 

to answer any questions.

• The garden is colorful 

throughout the season as 

different flowers bloom and is 

immensely popular with 

pollinating insects!

• The main garden area in 

Wellington is maintained by 

volunteers and supervised 

mainly by local Ann Dorfman 

(Master Gardener).

• The Wellington Park garden has 

emphasized more native plants 

over the years. 

• This has been a NewtonSERVES 

site since it’s inception.

• This area was first used as a 

daffodil and tulip garden 

around 2000 but has vastly 

transformed from that time.

• The pathway and bench were 

added later around 2007.

• Other amenities at Wellington 

Park are the playground, 

basketball and tennis courts, 

fields, water fountain, and 

Little Free Library.

Kilburn Road, West Newton
 Wellington Park (Main Bed - continued)

Hosts: Ann Dorfman, Cathy Lee
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• This section of Wellington 

Park was started within 

the last 10 years for 

Monarchs with five 

Common Milkweed 

plants.

• Today is draw a great 

variety of pollinators!

• This site is an official 

Monarch Waystation!

• It’s a good example of 
usage of otherwise 

unused green border 

space in a park.

Kilburn Road, West Newton
 Wellington Park (Tennis Court / Butterfly  Garden Bed)

Host: Mark Feldhusen
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Northgate / Southgate Park Traffic Island,  West Newton

(Non Hosted)

• This traffic island garden is maintained by 

volunteers from Wellington Park.

• Parking is available on neighboring streets.

• This site is not hosted during the tour 

• An example of beautification of a small 

public space.
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16 Lindbergh Avenue, West Newton, MA
Meg & Peter’s Garden 

(Non-hosted)

• This front yard and 

sidewalk berm 

garden attracts a lot 

of pollinators.

• This site is not hosted 

during the tour but 

worthwhile visiting 

as an example what 

can be done with a 

front yard instead of 

a grass lawn.

• Parking is available 

on neighboring 

streets

• Close to 24 Henshaw 

Terrace tour site 10



*  This front yard site is an official Monarch Waystation and has over 200 milkweed plants.

*  Supports a large variety of pollinating insects (see examples next page).

*  This is a hosted site.    Parking is available on-street or you can walk from Wellington Park

*  Definitely not a formal garden (more meadowish) and requires very little maintenance.

*  Most plants and pollinator insects can be found as observations on iNaturalist

*  Many insects seen here were the first reports on iNaturalist in Newton

24 Henshaw Terrace, West Newton, MA
Henshaw Haven

Hosts:  Ted & Janet Kuklinski
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24 Henshaw Terrace, West Newton, MA
Henshaw Haven

Gardeners:  Ted & Janet Kuklinski

What’s a pollinator garden without pollinators?   Here’s a sampling of 
pictures of pollinators taken in this garden (most in Summer of 2023) and 

submitted as observations to iNaturalist.  The pollinators especially enjoy 

the milkweeds, false sunflower, bee-balm, goldenrod, lobelia, and asters 

over the season.  iNaturalist is a free application that, through photo 

observations  of living organisms, provides identification assistance.   Visit 

inaturalist.org for more info or download the free app on your phone. 
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270 Cherry Street, West Newton, MA

Jenny’s Garden
(non Hosted)

• This front yard and 

sidewalk berm garden 

attracts a lot of 

pollinators.

• This site is non hosted 

for the tour but worth 

a look.

• This garden is a 

wonderful example of 

replacing grass with 

useful pollinator 

plants.

•  Better to walk to this 

site on the tour or park 

in the next block north 

on Cherry Street or 

across from 101 River 

St.   Not far from 101 

River Street tour site
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101 River Street, West Newton, MA
The Galli Family Garden

Hosts: the Galli Family

This front yard garden 

attracts a lot of 

pollinators.

It features lots o 

milkweed, especially 

Butterfly Milkweed and 

even an apple tree.

The Galli Family will be 

on hand to show the 

garden.  There may even 

be a lemonade stand!

This garden is next to 

the historic 1785 West 

Parish Burying Ground.

Parking is not easy on 

busy River St and there 

is construction across 

the street.  Park near 

Wellington Pk and walk.

14



4 Brookside Avenue, Newtonville
Newton Housing Authority (NHA)

Horace Mann Community Center Garden
Host: Susan Vaughn

The Pollinator Garden at Newton Housing Authority (NHA) Horace Mann complex in Newtonville is a 

community project imagined and realized through the joint efforts of Newton Neighbors Helping 

Neighbors, the NHA, Newton Community Pollinators Project and Newton Community Farm.

In May 2022, a group of volunteers from Newton Neighbors and Newton Community Pollinator Project 

got their hands dirty preparing and planting an unused grassy/weedy area behind the NHA Horace 

Mann community center. In the last two years, the garden has been jointly maintained by volunteers 

from Newton Neighbors, Newton Community Pollinator Project, and residents of the Horace Mann 

complex; and financially supported by the NHA. 

Besides being unique for the broad community that created and continues to support this garden, it is 

one of the few examples of a pollinator garden that is growing in a part shade location. It is a great 

example of native plants that will do well in this environment. 

The easiest parking is on Brookside Ave (please do not park in the NHA parking lot). Because 

Brookside is one way (in part) it is best to approach from Washington Street. Once there you will see 

the brick buildings that make up the Horace Mann Complex. The Community Center is to the right of a 

small parking lot and the pollinator garden is behind it.  See below for a picture of the location & how 
this garden has grown from its humble beginnings in 2022. 

2022 2024
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4 Brookside Avenue, Newtonville
Newton Housing Authority (NHA)

Horace Mann Community Center Garden
Host: Susan Vaughn
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15 Roberts Avenue, Newtonville
Host:  Emily Dahl

This small yard has been newly converted from lawn and 
concrete-paved surfaces to a native plant garden, with a focus 
on keystone and pollinator-friendly species. The homeowners 

sourced plants from Garden in the Woods, Blue Stem Natives, 
and Weston Nurseries—working with native plant expert Trevor 
Smith of Weston Nurseries on a large portion of the project. 
Despite its small size, the garden contains more than 40 
species of perennials and nearly 30 species of shrubs and 
trees. This year, spicebush swallowtails, monarchs, multiple 
bee and other insect species, and various birds have been 
visiting.
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15 Roberts Avenue, Newtonville
Host:  Emily Dahl
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Newton City Hall Drive, Newton Center
City Hall Pollinator Garden

Host: Beth Wikinson

City Hall Garden
City Hall Drive
Newton, MA
South  2-4 pm

P

P

P

P

P

P

*  A wonderful native plant demonstration garden installed by Beth Wilkinson & Mark Feldhusen

*  Lots of parking around City Hall or at the Library

*  Also check out the extensive Pollinator Garden across Homer Street outside the Newton Free Library

.

Newton Free Library Garden
330 Homer Street
Newton, MA
South  2-4 pm
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Introduction to online Newton Pollinator Toolkit

Our environment is at risk because of precipitous declines in habitat, native plants 
and the insects, birds, and other animals that depend on those plants. The 
pollinators that are an essential part of making the whole system work are in 
serious decline. This pollinator toolkit contains information about the problem and 
some easy steps you can take to help alleviate it—while creating a fascinating and 
vibrant garden at the same time. The toolkit focuses exclusively on native plants 
that attract pollinators.

Native plants are important because they co-evolved with the creatures that 
pollinate them. Non-native species, which are most of the plants you find at most 
nurseries, don’t provide the same high-quality resources for the pollinators—and 
often do not even attract them. Pollinators help plants to reproduce and, in turn, are 
fed by those plants and then provide food for birds and other animals. This cross-
fertilization provided by pollinators results in the genetic biodiversity necessary for 
a healthy planet. 

The popular book Nature’s Best Hope, written by wildlife ecology professor 
Douglas Tallamy, is subtitled A New Approach to Conservation That Starts in Your 

Yard. Dr. Tallamy explains that we should make our yards into parts of a collective 
wildlife web, or network, to provide the wildlife habitat that is vanishing throughout 
the world. “Envision your property,” he writes, “as one small piece of a giant puzzle, 
which, when assembled, has the potential to form a beautiful ecological picture . . . 
In the past, we have asked one thing of our gardens: that they be pretty. Now they 
have to support life, sequester carbon, feed pollinators and manage water. We can 
work together to be “Nature’s Best Hope” by creating native plant gardens that 
support the pollinators we need.”

Follow this link to read more:
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11 Homer Street, Newton Center
Newton Free Library 
Native Pollinator Garden

Hosts: Ann Dorfman and others

*  Proposed in 2021

*  The plant list and renderings are from the original proposal for the Newton Free Library site.

*  The actual garden may differ from the proposal plans.

*  See the following two pages for the garden site plans.

*  Lots of parking around City Hall or in the Library parking lot.
22



Newton Free Library Native  
Pollinator Garden
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Newton Free Library 
Pollinator Garden
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791 Walnut Street, Newton Center
Newton Cemetery & Arboretum

The Newton Cemetery & Arboretum Pollinator Garden located on the western border of the cemetery 

was completed in 2020 by The Friends of Newton Cemetery through a grant from the Bayer Feed a Bee 

initiative. The garden replaced open turf area and a planted shrub bed with over 30 species of US native 

pollinator plants. Full-sun loving plants were selected for their drought resistance for a water conscious 

planting of Rudbeckia, Lobelia, Monarda, Amsonia and many more. The garden is marked by a plaque 

made possible by a grant from The Newton Conservators. And in 2023 more plaques were installed to 

aid in plant identification throughout the garden.  Enter at 791 Walnut St main entrance.  Stop by the 

office for a map if necessary and follow the directional signs in the Cemetery to the Pollinator Garden.

Map & Plant List

Watch for directional 

signage to the garden once 

inside the Cemetery Gate!
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https://www.newcemcorp.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-Pollinator-Garden-Tour-Map.pdf


791 Walnut Street, Newton Center
Newton Cemetery & Arboretum
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32 Garland Road,  Newton Center

Host:  Jon Regosin

Our garden tends toward the wild side and includes planted species such as Wild Lupine and plants that have 

arrived on their own such as White Wood Aster.  Woody debris, bare soil, brown stems, compost, and other 

decaying organic matter provide important habitat for insects and other wildlife.  A vegetable garden provides 

additional habitat.  During this time of year, many goldenrod and aster are in bloom.

Over 330 species of plants and animals have been documented to use the land, excluding planted species.  This 

includes 39 bee species, including the recently documented Cloudy-winged Mining Bee and Hairy-banded 

Mining Bee, two goldenrod specialists.

Plant List including cultivated and wild plants

Wild Plants and Animals (excludes known plantings)
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https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?nelat=42.3320448095003&nelng=-71.20578581600837&place_id=any&subview=map&swlat=42.33178208327739&swlng=-71.20648587256126
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?nelat=42.3320448095003&nelng=-71.20578581600837&place_id=any&subview=map&swlat=42.33178208327739&swlng=-71.20648587256126&taxon_id=630955
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/237693319
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/238119280
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/238119280
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?nelat=42.3320448095003&nelng=-71.20578581600837&place_id=any&subview=map&swlat=42.33178208327739&swlng=-71.20648587256126&verifiable=any&iconic_taxa=Plantae
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?nelat=42.3320448095003&nelng=-71.20578581600837&place_id=any&subview=map&swlat=42.33178208327739&swlng=-71.20648587256126


32 Garland Road, Newton Center
Host: Jon Regosin

Continued next page
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32 Garland Road, Newton Center

Host: Jon Regosin

Plant List
Full Species List
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11 Homer Street, Newton Center
Trinity Parish Garden
Host: Jane Galli and others

This is the first year for Trinity Parish having a pollinator garden. We are just getting 

started with planting "pollinator-friendly" plants around a south-facing established row 

of hydrangeas and we are hoping to add more plants in other areas of the church 

grounds each coming season. So far, this is a list of our plantings:

•Native white turtlehead (chelone glabra, grows to 30" high)

•White turtlehead "pink select" (chelone glabra "pink select", grows to 30"-36" high)

•English lavender (Lavandula angustifolla, grows to 20" high)

•Bee Balm Balmy Pink (Monarda didyma "Balbalmink", grows to 12" high)

•Yarrow Milly Rock Rose (Achillea millefolium "Florachro1", grows to 12" high)

•Yarrow Pink Grapefruit (Achillea "Pink Grapefruit", grows to 29" high)

•Orange  Butterfly weed (Asclepia tuberosa).

•Swamp milkweed-Ice Ballet (Asclepias incarnata, grows to 36-0" high) - This plant really 

took off, here in its first year! See the images of its white blooms, attracting bees in this 

photo taken in July.
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1200 Beacon Street, Newton Highlands

Cold Spring Park Native Pollinator Garden

Host:  Alan Nogee (Friends of Cold Spring Park)

Cold Spring Park Garden
1200 Beacon Street

Newton, MA

Small 
Meadow

Brookside

P

P

P

*   A HOSTED pollinator garden  (Alan Nogee, Friends of Cold Spring Parjk)

*  A bee-centric garden (Dr. Gegear recommended plants) 

*  This garden was installed as Boy Scout Eagle project  of Dobi Wollaber

*  Lots of parking to the left once inside the main entrance on Beacon Street

.
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54 Lincoln Street, Newton Highlands
Newton Highlands Congregational Church

Host:  Carol Hausner

These gardens were added to the Tour to show the emerging accomplishment of a non-artistic, 

landless, non-gardener. Committed to growing native plants to achieve insects to support our 

native birds, I gained my Church’s approval to turn turf into native plant gardens. Things improved 
as I learned more about plants (and people). At this location I have five beds started from scratch 

and two I’ve cleaned out and begun to shift; I’m now also growing plants at another location. I 
intend to show and discuss key plants and learnings rather than focus on any individual garden.
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54 Lincoln Street, Newton Highlands
Newton Highlands Congregational Church

Host:  Carol Hausner
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54 Lincoln Street, Newton Highlands
Newton Highlands Congregational Church

Host:  Carol Hausner
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48 Kingston Road, Newton Upper Falls

Host:  Alan Nogee 

Note: 4 to 5:30 pm only!

Abutting Cold Spring Park, this woodland and glade garden aims 

to support biodiversity with around 80 percent native plants 

among its 190+ species, emphasizing Dr. Doug Tallamy’s 
keystone plants, Dr. Robert Gegear’s plants for at-risk bees and 

butterflies, and shrubs to support Cold Spring Park’s 173 bird 
species.
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48 Kingston Road, Newton Upper Falls

Host:  Alan Nogee 

Note: 4 to 5:30 pm only!
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48 Kingston Road, Newton Upper Falls

Host:  Alan Nogee 

Note: 4 to 5:30 pm only!
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48 Kingston Road, Newton Upper Falls

Host:  Alan Nogee 

Note: 4 to 5:30 pm only!
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If you have been inspired by our Newton Pollinator 
Garden Tour to incorporate more native plants in your 
own garden, don’t miss the Native Plant Pop-up Sale at 
the Cold Spring Park Farmers’ Market. Grow Native 
Massachusetts, along with at least two other specialist 
vendors, Bluestem Natives and Lady Fern Farm, will 
have booths with some of your favorite native plants for 
sale! It’s a great opportunity for the fall planting season, 
not to mention for picking up some fresh veggies and 
other goodies from the usual farmers market vendors!

Cold Spring Park Farmer’s Market
1200 Beacon Street, Newton, MA, 02461

THANKS FOR ATTENDING THE

NEWTON POLLINATOR GARDEN TOUR!

https://newtonconservators.org/events/native-plant-pop-up-sale-at-newton-farmers-market/
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https://newtonconservators.org/events/native-plant-pop-up-sale-at-newton-farmers-market/
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