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Thursday, Dec. 4 ... Welcome to the Dark Side: Discovering Moths
Join naturalist Dave Small for an introduction to attracting and watching moths in your 
backyard. Discover the native plants you can introduce to your landscape to attract a 
wide variety of butterflies and moths. Learn how to use lights and bait to attract moths 
for viewing and get a glimpse of some of the moths you might encounter on a warm 
summer evening.

Dave is the Director of Conservation, leading a team of land protection specialists in 
fulfilling the mission of Mount Grace Conservation Land Trust in protecting our open 
spaces. Dave retired in 2013 after 35 years with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
where he served as Assistant Regional Director at the DCR Quabbin Reservoir. His 
dedication to conservation and natural history continues as he leads a team tasked with 
protecting the landscapes he loves.

Sign up: https://shorturl.at/8keDR

Thursday, March 5, 2026 ... Vernal Pools and Their Special Ecology
Seasonal ponds, known as vernal pools, are full of life and can be found throughout 
our area. Newton has several, including Bare Pond in Webster Woods. Join Newton 
Conservators’ Barbara Bates to discover how these pools form, their unique ecology and 
the life stories of the invertebrates and amphibians who inhabit these pools. See fairy 
shrimp, salamanders, wood frogs and many more.

Barbara is a teacher, naturalist, and Newton Conservators’ board member.

Sign up: https://shorturl.at/MGhZd
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Looking for life in a vernal pool

Enjoy Nature... with webinars from early 
December through mid-March

Each online program will begin at 7 pm and last approximately one hour. You may register for the programs using the links below 
or by going to the event listing at newtonconservators.org. You will receive an email confirmation after you have registered. 

MISSION
Newton Conservators, Inc.

Newton Conservators promotes the protection and 
preservation of natural areas, including parks, playgrounds, 

forests, and streams which are open or may be converted to 
open space for the enjoyment and benefit of the people of 
Newton. It further aims to disseminate information about 

these and other environmental matters.

A primary goal is to foster the acquisition of land, buildings, 
and other facilities to be used for the encouragement of 

scientific, educational, recreational, literary, and other public 
pursuits that will promote good citizenship and the general 

welfare of the people of our community.

Newton Conservators was formed as a not-for-profit organization 
64 years ago in June 1961.

The Newton Conservators’ Newsletter© is published 
four times each year by the Newton Conservators, Inc., in June, 
September, December, and March. Deadlines for these issues are 
the second Friday of the month before the issue is published.

We welcome material related to our mission from any source. 
Send proposed articles or letters by email in MS Word or rich 
text format to articles@newtonconservators.org. Digitized 
photographs, maps, and diagrams are also welcome.

Editor:	 Ken Mallory	 617-965-1908
Design/Layout:	 Suzette Barbier	 617-244-0266
Production:	 Lynn Scheller	 617-947-2353

Thanks to the following contributors to this edition of the newsletter: 
Barbara Bates, Katherine Howard, Ted Kuklinski, Susan Lyon, Richard 
Primack, and Beth Wilkinson.
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